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1HE 


PREFACE. 


READER; 
HAT mhich occaſioned this Di- 


ſcourſe and Preface, us a late 

Stroke of Providence, in tranſla- 

ting a Daughter of Abraham from hence 
to Abraham's Boſom, where ſhe now reſts 
in the aclightful Expettations of her full 
Reſurrefttion unto Life Eternal. She 
was a Perſon whom I well kaew, and 
greatly valued, and that I did diſcern ly 
free and frequent Converſation with her, 
Treaſures of Kprowledo and Grace richly 
abiding in her; and with great Tudement 
and Sawvour pertinently brou!ht forth by 
ber, in order to her fuller Satisfaction 
and Edification in what concern'd her 
Soul, as to its Duty whilſt embodied, 
and its full Bliſs when it was to be re- 
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moved hence. She ever was concern'd to 
know ber Duty, and the true Matter, 
Grounds and Uſefulneſs of her Chriſtian 
Hope, in order to the effettual influencing 
of her concerned Spirit in her determined 
Services and Station. She ever was [0- 
licitous to know her V/ork, and to diſ- 
charge ber Truſt as a Chriſtian, ana an- 
ſwerably to her Relations and Family, 
wherein ſhe behaved her ſelf not as with- 
out Law to God, but as under Law to 
Cyriſt ; and ſo deported her ſelf with 
true and commendable Exemplarineſs as 
aVVife, a Mother, and a Miſtreſs, and 
45 one full of Thoughts and Care therein 
to alide with God, and to approve her 
ſelf to him in his own folenin Day of 
Tudoment. She was a Perſon of great 
Exerciſes thron2h the tedivs Urgencics 
of her lon? and many boatly Infirmitics, 
which ſhe bore with Patience, and provi- 
aently improved unto the £Yea Aawan- 
tzve of her better Part. She wonla not 
ſuffer Senſe to ſit in Judament upon Pro- 
2:14ence,but fetch'd her Meaſures of God's 
acaling with her from that Faith, ana 
"ro% thoſe Thonzhts which took therr Di- 
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reftory from God's own Sacred Oracles 
She concealed her Reſentments of her 
Trowubles (ſo far as I could ſee) from 
all ſave only ſuch as ſhe judged able ju- 
diciouſly to miniſter to her Satisfattion. 
Her Objedtions were not trivial, but ſuch 
15 aid require conſiderable Reſolutions 
of, which ſhe was very apprehenſrve,ob ſcr- 
vant, and (I think) tenacious of, Her 
Troubles hindered not her Converſe with 
| God in Solitudes, nor the fit Indearments 
| ana Improvements of both velative and 
| friendly Converſe. She # now gone to the 
Felicity and Imployments for which ſbe 
was, through Grace and holy Indu/lry,con- 
| fuerably prepared. And what her Spirit 
, breath'd for and after, may be diſcern- 
ed in part by theſe few Inſtances of her 
Cloſet-work, which her ſorrowf ul Huſ- 
band hath tho: 1ght fit to communicate 10 
the World. "Tus ſuch a Wife as be has 
loſt, as that the Senſe and unavoidable 
Remembrances of that Loſs may well 
wee ſorrowful Nature to its Tears and 
| Groms. And of theſe, conſiderable Mea- 
| ſures are needſul and allowable, bit Pro- 
vocations to exceſſive Grief, throu7h ſuch 
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4 Stroak, render it neeaful that Chriſti- 
an Bounds and Limits to ſuch Sorrows be 
ſeaſonably propoſed and well conſidered. 
And therefore this Funeral Text s fitly 
offered to the Mourners Thoughts by the 
Apoſtle that recorded it, and by the Re- 
verend Author who has fitly inſifted 
wpon that Clauſe. The ſerious Peruſal 
whereof, and of theſe few Memoirs of 
the Deceaſed, ſo devontly contemplative 
for her own Good, and for the Benefit of 
others, ts really judged worthy of due 
Conſideration, both by the Publiſher, and 
by thy true Friend, in and for the great 
Diſpoſer of Times and Lives, whilX, 


I am thine, 


in all Chriſtian Services, 


Matthew Silveſter, 
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It being thought neceſſary to make ſome 
particular (though ſhort) mention of 
the Party, on the account of whoſe 
Death this Sermon and Papers are 
publiſhed ; it naturally follows from a 
Principle of Gratitude, Honour and 
Juſtice that's due to the dear and pre: 
ciows Memory of Mr. Terry's firſt 
VVife, to take notice alſo of ſome of 
thoſe indewring Qualifications that 
were very conſpicuous in her. The 
leſs indeed will be ſaid of either, be- 
cauſe what is related of the one is ſo 
applicable in all reſpetts to the other. 


due to her Memory that ſhe was a 

| Daughter of that excellent Divine 
Dr. Thymas Manton, and beſtowed in Mar- 
riage to Mr. Terry, by his peculiar Choice, 
ont of that moſt kind and cordial Reſpect 
that he had for him. She was, as to her 
Perſon, very lovely, of moſt curious and 
excellent Parts, of a ready aud quick 
Wit, and good Underſtanding, and ſuch 
A 4 a 
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a tranſcendent Sweetneſs of Temper, join- 
ed with true Religiouſnefs, that ſhe was 
highly valued and eſteemed by all that 
knew her. In all relations ſhe aniwered 
her pious Education, as a Child, a Mother, 
and Wite, never-any went beyond her. 
It hath been often ſaid, that ſhe was made 
up ot Love, which Character ſhe fully an- 
{wered : She had Love ſufficient for ten 
good Wives; it's impoſlible for any in that 
Relation, to expreſs more than ſhe did to 
her dear Husband, (who was, as to her, 
the Lite of all her other Comforts) and 
this expreſs'd not with childiſh Fondnels, 
but w:;th Prudence and Diſcretion. To 
the Day ot her Death ſhe would ſay, tliat 
her Love was ſtill increaſing, and ſhe tound 
that every Day ſhe lov'd him more and 
more. 

She carried her felt with all imavinable 
Duty and Reſnects to her Relations, to 
whom ſhe was very dear. Great was her 
Prudence and Conduct in the Manavement 
of her Houlhold-Aﬀairs. She had the 
Bowels of a tender Mother to the Souls as 
wel! as the Bodies. of her dear Children, 
and did endeavour, by Counſel and In- 
ſtruction, to inſtil in them the Principles 
of true Godlineſs, 

She had that trne Piety towards God, 
and Publickneſs of Spirit to do Good, that 

* ſhe 
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( ix ) 
ſhe was beloved of all that knew her ; ſhe 
was of that free and generous Temper, 
that ſhe thought no Pains too much to ſerve 
her Friends to the utmolt of her Power, 
35 many can witneſs in the late publick 
Troubles. 

She had a molt indearcd Reſpect to all 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel, which ſhe 
frequently attended on, and that many 
times when ſhe was more fit to be confin'd 
to her Chamber. She had many Mercies 
to bleſs God for, tor many Years together, 
but not without her fore Troubles (which 
did nor apear to every one) both outward 
and inward ; but unclcr them all there was 
no Abatement or IDecay in reſpect of her 
Duty, either to God or Man. The Death 
of ſeveral of her Children was the Begin- 
ning of her Sorrows; and afterwards that 
of her dear Father, whom ſhe loved with 
a molt paliionate Love: This bore hard 
on her tender Spirit, and brought her into 
a great Melancholy : Her Troubles conti- 
nued more or leſs (though with ſome A- 
batement) to her dying Day, by which her 
Life was many times a very Burden to her. 
Her Doubts, as to her Eternal State, were 
ſometimes very grievous ; but yet through 
the Goodneſs of God ſhe till kept up this 
Reſolution, to venture her Soul in the 
Hands of her Redeemer, Having one 
time 


(x) 
time ask'd very earneſtly, W1!l not Chriſt 
receive me if | come to him ? receiving 
ſome encouragement in this Matter, ſhe re- 
plied with Chearfulneſs, Then will I come 
to him. She took great Delight in reading 
her Father's Sermons, eſpecially thoſe of 
the Life of Faith under our Afiiction : and 
very comfortable was the iniving Paſlage 
of one of them to her under her Doubts 
and Fears, viz. 

The Queſtion being propounded by poor 
doubtin;z Souls thus, How ſhall we know 
whether (God be our God? Anſw. Why, 
do you love him as your chietelt Good ? 
Do you feek his Glory as your utmolt End !? 
Do you obey him as your highelt Lord and 
[ aw-giver ? and do you depend on him 
as your Paymalter and Benetactor ? Burt if 
all this will not help you to judg your 
Hearts, thcre are but two things will give 
you Comfort, and thoſe are your Choice 
and your Reliznation : Do you chuſe God 
for your Portion ? Though you cannot ſay 
God has choſen you, and that he is yours, 
yet you will chnſe him: Do you by an 
Holy importunate Faith thus faſten. your 
ſelvcs upon God, and ſay, Lord, if thou 
wilt not honour me, love me, bleſs me 


as thin!, for I am rcf5lved to be thine; 
and it [ periſh, one maſt periſh that delires 
to be thine, And this ſhe would often repear. 

I he 
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The Night before ſhe died, her Husband 
earneſtly and humbly beſought the Lord, 
that he would graciouſly be pleaſed to give 
her ſome comfortable Manifeſtations of 
his Love to her poor Soul, (O let it never 
be forgotten, the gracious Condeſceniion 
of God to his unworthy Creature.) The 
next Morning her faithtul and loving Ser- 
vant (who attended her in all her lineſs) 
brought him Word that now the Caſe was 
altered with her Miſtreſs ; ſhe was now re- 
conciled to the Thoughts of Death, and 
was refreſhed with the Senſe ot God's 
Love, and delired to have no more Cordi- 
als given her, ſhe had better Comforts to 
refreſh her Soul. This was on the Lord's 
Day in the Morning. She ſpake not much 
after, but lay in a quiet compoſed Frame 
of Spirit, ſottly groaning under the Pains 
of Death, that made his nearer Approach 
to her every Hour: but even then when 
ſhe heard her Husband ſpeak to her, ſhe 
would anſwer with a very plealing, and 
chearful Voice. 

A dear Friend lay on the Bed by her a 
very little ſpace of time before ſhe ex- 
pired, and heard her utter diſtinctly, 
though ſoftly, full of Comfort. Soon af- 
ter ſhe ended her Life with the Sabbath, 
and went to Reſt on the 16th of Afarch, 
168g. 

The 
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HE Perſon that ſucceeded her in this 

Relation, was alſo the Daughter of 
that Reverend and worthy Divine Mr. Tho- 
mas Burroughs, Miniſter at Cotsbrook 1n 
Northampton-(hire, vill the Year 1662, 
when he, with ſome hundreds more, were 
turn'd out tor Non-conformity, 

After a convenient and decent Space of 
time (of her continuing a Widow) ſhe 
chang*d her Condition into a married 
State, though much againſt her own Incli- 
nation and Temper, but purely out of her 
Reſpect and Kindneſs to Mr. Terry, whom 
ſhe knew intirely lov'd her. But when 
once the Nuptial Knot was tied, her Car- 
Triage, as a Wife, was with all imaginable 
Reſpe&t accompanied with moſt indearing 
Tenderneſs, often expreſling how much 
her Love was increaſed to her Husband, 
much more than ſhe thought it could have 
been, though before as a Friend ſhe equal- 
ly preferr*d him to all others of that Rank, 

Her Domeſtick Aﬀairs ſhe managed 
with great Prudence; and in that Station 
ſhe gain'd ] ove and Reſped from all. She 
had a moſt tender and compaſſionate Re- 
gard for the Souls of her dcar Children. 
She took great Carc to inſtruct them in the 
Principles of Religion, and incouraging 
them to read and Jearn the Holy Scrip- 
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tures. This her Care alfo did extend to 
her Servants, whom ſhe would on all oc- 
calions be ready, either by her Advice, or 
by reading ſome good Book to them her 
ſelf, when their Buſineſs would permit, 
and endeavour to beget in them a true 
Senſe of their Sin and Miſery, and the 
Worth of their precious Souls, 

God, who is the God of Nature as well 
as of Grace, was pleaſed to endow her 
with a great Proportion both of Natural 
and Spiritual Excellencies. She was a ve- 
ry beautiful and lovely Perſon in her 
younger Years, tew exceeding her, and of 
moſt excellent Parts, and of great Under- 
ſtanding, yet of a very humble Spirit, 
and very mean in her own Eyes, though 
deſervedly valued by thoſe that knew her : 
Such was the Sweetneſs of her Temper, 
accompanicd with true Godlineſs, that ſhe 
was an Ornament to her Profeſiion. 

To ſpeak of her as a Chriſtian, would 
exceed the Limits of theſe Papers: God 
had greatly adorn'd and beautified her 
Soul with the Graces ot his Holy Spirit ; 
and agreable thereunto ſhe lived in ſome 
Holy Proportion anſwerable to the Vows 
of her Conſecration, and to the Godly 
Education ſhe received from her pious Re- 
lations : She intirely devoted her ſelf to 
God, to be wholly his, and at his Diſpoſal. 
She 
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She had a ſingular Value for the Holy 
Scriptures, which ſhe'conſtantly made con- 
ſcience of reading, and would ſometimes 
write them out with profitable Remarks 
on them, for her own ſpiritual Uſe. . Other 
good Books alſo had their due Eſteem and 
Uſe; but ſhe would often ſay, none (of 
that kind) yielded her more Comfort and 
Satisfattion than Dr. Manton's. It was ve- 
ry uſual in her own Bible and Books, to 
give ſome little Mark at thoſe Paſlages that 
were of particular Concern to her ſelf, 
under the Variety of the Diſpenſation that 
ſhe paſſed through. She ha4 a moſt high 
Eſteem for the Publick Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of God, which ſhe never, or rarely, 
omitted to frequent, unleſs hindred by 
ſome unavoidable Occaſion. The Sabbath 
wasa Day of Delight to her; ſhe made con- 
ſcience as of ſeeing Religious Duties per- 
formed in the Family, fo alſo of redeem- 
ing Time for her private Converſe with 
God : and this was reſolved and ſubſcribed 
to under her own Hand, many Years ago, 
that ſhe would ſpend ſome Time in Prayer 
and Meditation ; and herein followed the 
Method ſhe received from the Diredtivns of 
Worthy Mr. Danze Burgeſs, to help her 
in that Work, viz. to go over the Creed, 
the Lord's Praycr, and Commandments ; 
all which ſhe did perform, with many other 

Por- 
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Portions of Scripture, as appears from 
the many Papers left under her own Hand. 
She was much pleaſed with what ſhe heard 
a worthy Divine relate (in preſling his 
Hearers to Private Prayer) of a Holy Man 
that would never omit this Duty, but when 
like to be hindred by any Company, would 
make this honeſt Excuſe, I muſt take my 
leave of you for a while ; there's a Friend 
above ſtays to ſpeak with me, meaning 
God, that has commanded this Duty. And 
indeed private Prayer, conſcientiouſly and 
conſtantly performed, is a notable Sign of 
a gracious Heart, for | think an Hypocrite 
can rarely be conſtant and uniform in this 
Duty ; for that of Job may be very appli- 
cable to this, Will be delight himſelf in the 
Almighty ? will he always call upon God ? 

I neither do nor dare I cenſure all 
thoſe that make ſuch a Buſtle abour 
their Ten and Three a Clock Devoti- 
ons; I hope and believe that many ſe- 
rious and godly Chriſtians may in all Since- 
rity perform them; but I think, as they 
are now ordered, they come not ſo near 
that Command of our Saviour, When thou 
prayeſt, enter mto thy Cloſet. 

Beſides, there's too much Ground to 
fear they ſhut out both Private and Family- 
Prayer too in many Places : and it's too 
too common a Practice in this City, to go 

trom 
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from the Temple to the Play-houſe, from 
the Houſe of God to the Houle of Belta), 
It's very obſervable that ſuch as are molt 
zealous this way, accompanied with the 
Neglect of Family and Private Prayer, are 
generally very looſe and irregular in their 
Converſation. 

As to her Deportment under Afiictions, 
which ſhe was exerciſed withal, both ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, (tor God chaſtens 
every Son whom he receives) it was aC- 
companied with great Humility and Self- 
judging, often expreſſing her Unworthi- 
neſs of the leaſt of the Mercies that God 
vouchſafed to her. She was far from a 
querulous or murmuring Temper, endea- 
vouring atter a humble ſubmiſſive Frame 
of Spirit : and under theſe Afictions that 
ſometimes did greatly depreſs her ſweet 
and tender Spirit, the would frequently 
expreſs how much Comtort and Reviving 
ſhe received from God's Holy Word, and 
not only under her Troubles, but alſo 
when freed from them, in the moſt quiet 
and ſedate Frame of Spirit. She would 
bleſs God that this Life would not laſt al- 
ways. She had frequent Illneſs, and was 
once thought by her Friends palt Recove- 
ry, but when reſtored again (though 
thankful to God for his Favour to her) ſhe 
did ſeem to bewail her Infelicity: 1 
thouyht 
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_ ( xvii ) 
thought, ſaid ſhe, that I was going off the 
Stage of this evil World, to the Place 
where I ſhould tin and ſorrow no more ; 
but I now fec I muſt again be tofs'd on the 
Waves and Billows thereof. When it was 
told hcr, that according to the Courſe ot 
Nature ſhe might yer live thirty or forty 
Years; this was fo tar from plcating her, 
that Nature that uſually abhors the 
ſhought of Death, did as it were ſhrin! 
and recoil within her, to think of being 
ſo long kept out of Heaven. Under her 
laſt Hnets, (being with Child) in which 
there were ſome more than ordinary Sym- 
ptoms of her Danyer, at which tlic was not 
tall diſmayed, but ſaid, As to Application 
of Means, | am willing to ſubmit to any 
thing for the Satisiaction of my Friends ; 
but as for my telt, I am content without 
any, This cutting Expreliton ſhe utter*®d 
to her dear Hushand with vreat Cheartul- 
neſs. She was fo tar from dcliring to live, 
that ſhe much rather delrel to be dit- 
ſolved, and to be with Chriit. ie 
Nizht betore ſhe diced ſhe ld rent fome 
ume in {ecrcr, and read one of Ir. Afar- 
tmn's Sermons; but fuch was her humble and 
lelt-condemning Temper, that ſhe ro her 
very laſt bewail'd her not Improvement 
of her laſt Days Mercies, as ſhe ihoughn 
ſhe on:be, Her Death was very fur- 
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prizing to her Friends, though not to her 
ſelf. She always bclieved her approach- 
ing Change was near, though her Friends 
had ſome Hopes of her Recovery, till by 
a ſudden and ſurprizing Stroke they found 
her Deſire accompliſhed, and her Words 
true, to their altoniſhing Griet and Tron- 
ble. She dicd the gth of November, 1693, 
in the 38th Year of her Age. 


No more ſhall be liere mentioned of her, 
but refer you to the Perufal of ſome few 
(amonglt many) of her Manuſcripts, in 
which you will perceive a Vein of Vertue 
and Piery running through all the Courſe 
of her Converſation ; an humble Avouch- 
ment of God to be her Portion; anda 
thankful recounting, of God's Mercy to her, 
from lier very Infancy ; her tender Re- 


gard to the Souls of her dear Children ;- 


her humble and ſubmiſſive Temper under 
her Aflictions ; her earneſt Perſwaſion to 
others and her felt, to work the Work 
that God has given them to do; with a 
Senſe of the Sins and Judgments deſerved 
and expected on the Nation; her awtul 
Senſc of the Day of Death ani] Judgment, 
with the happy State of glorified Souls; 
ae her Fear and Hopes in relation to 
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A Pindarique Ode, to the ever plori- 
ous Memory of my honoured Aunt, 
Mrs. Ann Terry, who put on her | 
Immortal Robes, and Incorruptible | 

| Crown, March the 16th, 16589. in - 

the 36th Year of her Age. f 


| FSrar ſua cuique dies: Breve, & irreparabile cempus 
| Omnibus eſt Vitz; ſed, tamam exrendere tatis, | 
Hoc Yirtucis opus, — Virgll, : 


Stanza I. 


Y melancholy Muſe, ſo oft imploy'd 
On the ungr ateful Themes of Death, 
| Hop'd now a Vacancy to have injoy'd, 


And jor a while t' ſaſpend her mournſul BreatF« 4 
Bat, lo! a vecent Scene of Grief appears, j 
Pondtrous, outrwhelming Grief, 
Witbgat Allay, without Relvef, 
Tyo great tobe expre(s'd by any Ports Tears, 


c 


For who amongſt the Sor.s of Harmony 
Can give die Prailis unto thee ? 
Or can ſufficiently de plore 
The Loſs of ſuch in vulgar Excellence, | 
As took its Flight, in thee, from hence, 
Ard will (pirbaps) bleſs the awworthy World no 11vt, 


II. 


Ah ! bow unequally dors Heaten beſtory | 
Its Fayours on poor Mortals bers btlow ? *(} 
a 2 S9t- 4 


( xx ) 


Sometimes it (uſſers 115 to ve 
O'recharg'd with |. Jeiting T7 
Grown big with foy, we think our 
Of the much-wilh'd-101 Bl: ſing 
W: little bnow how ſoon from 

A ſudden Met amo Fu 10/15 


Bliſs too Soul-rawiſhing long 

Elie had we not bein (nu; moneda 
(With overflowing Eyes) 

To ſing thy much too early Oſt 


voÞ 


From the Ilsſirio!'s Manton (p 
(Too great a Theme for my me 
Ara fit alone for his, who David's 
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jelues ſecure 
: but alas/! 
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Deprives 1s of 04) charming Bliſs; 
* fo endie . 


now by Fate 


And Godlike Vertues to commemorate, 
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Great ty toy Birty, vit preatir oz thy Mevit ; 
Tho ataſt more of bus Wartn thai W211 inievit, 
Siuco was ty # 's Stuck / 
Nor ata't thou any Liftve trence devite, 


I'o« didft rot vack again (with gri 
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a\iit Wait, 


( xx1 ) 


A binder 14 ite no Hasband Ore cond boaſt ; 
A move indulgent Mother never Children loft. 
Trndry thou waſt, to an Hypeybolz, 
To all tho knew'ſt in Mijery : 
So cery ready to relieve, 
Tut} ſcarce could asbk faſter than thou didft give. 
Friend/hip in others but a Name, 
A mere Pretence, an tmpty Sound, 
In this Reality became? : 
In thee ( and ICaVlce TH TY tlle) WAS ſound, 
Many of Wiſdom's Daighters haze done well 3 
Bit thou (Great Heroise S arias all exits. 


V. 


By ſhzrp and long continu'd Pains 
To thee this World empitter d was * 
That Chear with which God entertains 
Thoi'e whom he has apyointed to 4 bitter Place, 
Tiither (at length) theu'rt gone; allow'd to bs 
One of that Hear nly Royal Sonety, 

Fight lovely Babes before they lentſt from hence, 

To tale Poſſeſſwn for thee, of thy Blels'd Inheritance. 
Theve dot thny (nnetn Ro S of uncreated Light, 
Whoſe dat ling Laſtre than the Sun's more bright. 

There dolt thou with 4 tinetnd Voice, 
And more melodious Heart, reqorce : 
For &cer tout, for cer ſing 
Ire Prailes of thy ploriors King. 
Tit glue ns (tate, ti 0489) we congrat int at 
T'y nerer-fading Happineſs, 
Anda Scenes of wnpolited Blils, 
Our own Lois to vighet. 
Thos waſt ſo well belav'd, Deatl”s fatzl Dart 
Wamaed tex thouland others when 16 pied thy Heart. 


VI, 


( xx11 ) 
VI. 


Heaven knew thy Worth, and calfd thee hence, leſt we 
(Too ready to commit 1dolatry) 
At thy Vertues amar'd ſhould proſtrate fall, 
Court the Idea, and contemn the great Original, 
Let thoſe aſpiring Ones ereft a Tomb, 
And with a fruitleſs Coſt adorn 
Some ſtately, though decaying, Urn ; 
Who only great by bring buried would become, 
Thy Fame, by pure Deſert, 4s rais'd ſo high, 
That '(pight of Time and Fate it ſhall zot die z 
Bit (as it well deſerves) live to Eternity, 


SIC raptim cecinit. 


Hex. Currs, 


Precic 
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( xxi1 


Her EPITAPH. 


ERE lies (or rather lives) a Saint, whoſe Worth 
H No Heraldry's able to blazon forth : 
Pertealy fair, as ro her outward Form, 

Bur greater Beauties did her Soul adorn: 

Good to a Miracle; in Temper even, 

Always ſubmiſhve to the W1ll of Heaven, 

By her own Deeds ſhe moſt her ſelf commends: 
The beſt of Wives, of Mothers, and of Friends, 
Precious in ours, but in her Maker's Eyes 

A Pearl of moſt ineftimable Price: 

Much too Angelick long on Earth to ſtay, 

To Heaven (her bleſſed Home) ſhe's flow'n away, 
There's her immortal Part ; her frailer Duſt 

hall have the Reſurre&ion of the Juſt. 

To ſum up all her Verrues, this is ſhe 

That was what others ſhould, but cannor be. 


HENRT CUTTS. 


(- xx1iv ) 


On the greatly lamented Death of Mrs; 
Ann Terry, my molt dear Aunt, 
who depa! ted this mortal Litc On 
the 9:h of November, 1693. inthe 
thirty eighth Year of her Age. 


A Pindarique Ode, 


O faciles dare ſumma Deos ! exdemque ruer! 
ONUS 757" 


Stanza I. 
wt '21n a0 Mort als court Eternity 
In :2in ao they attempt to ( baffte Fatt. 
Aud hope Jy Aftions tr: y Prat E 
Themſelves to Immortality to raiſe : 
No : they ave all to Death predeſtinatts 


For both the Vertaors and tle Vitinns mill 
Fall, alibr, wniſting-alh'd in tle Dill : 


Elſe tron, bright Mir: if ty Sex, 
Had bein preler<'d all 

To ena''s Apts ;, bu t thy glorious F2 

' y fading Als S (hall \ur 1:4 


And with Ar avian Sweets perfrone thy tr o'r tt Ne 


IT. 
O t1:1t my (707 7 hore bidet l Vf 
Cound [omew-at worthy thee prod 
But how (alzs') can ſhe, enfervled, (i, 
The Praiſes of a EVE) Cnerunram ? 
How (11 he he prepar'd jo! IM 4 "O'ty Tome 
Or ſuch rapturons Strains bring forts 


As May be adequite to thy immenſiy ble Worth ? 


He that witn t! _ Altar rams 
Mou't Dire no {+ ſ A7 Her 1 
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( xxv ) 


Toy Vertues do require a nobler Pen : 
Vertaes above the reach of mortal Verſe, 
And all that the ſublimeſt Flights of Fancy can rhearſe, 
B:t yet, (methinbs ) though not inſpir'd, 
I may be ſiffer'd to aitmnd 
Unto ber melancholy Urn, n 
So dray an Aint, lomuchetteim'd a Friend. 
Ty Bea 0) Reſt with briny Tears Fl ſ[row, 
Ana on thy gloomy He .zrje my Wreath of Cypre 5 throw, 


I. 


Toy out watd Biauty was (0 £x9u ſit; | 
It claim'd, at once, both Wander and Delight. | 
Hadfſt thou but lied in Apelles time, a 
( And thy corporeal Graces in their prime) 
He had not picl'd wp Features, here and there, 
Io limn 4 Goaatrls, all in the collettiuve were, 
Natire try Form thus tleg nt 1 49)0, 
As if that (yet mor.) 1:t: t Gm thy Mina 
Diſdam'd, in alt's plortdus Cait, to be confin <, | 
But O! who cat exprils 
I Iamenſity of thy inbo:.nded Tenderne(s 2 ' 
A Temper jo for Oblig ations jram'd, : 
Requefts were ce granted, ſoon as n2wd, | Li 


A gtneral Philanthropy thox hadſt, 
And ſo ti whole Unizerſe thy D btor maT t, 
For thy ſ.:rpriving Gooant!s aid exten 
B:yond tie n irrow Limits of a Relative or Fried, 
Thus we in ti fea Female * Titus find, 
Born to vs th Diitg it 0] alt Mid 17 i4, 
[V 
Bit ſtill thoſe had the beſt Prctencs 
To thy diltributi: e Bent olentts 
As were afflifted, tatter'd, poor, | 
Who »p and dows the World, by want, were throw: ; ( ] 
An4 "mull Fort:ne's La (ghing-(tock VECO PR 3 
| Rave!) aid th fy 20! weltcted ro” try Dos ', 
| b 
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* Tit Vepaſran the Ruman Emycror, 


( XXV1 ) 


Nor adidft thou heriby aim at Praiſe, 
(The wiſe Man's Scorn, though Pride of Fools) 

Gy [vive vain-glorinufly to gain ApPlare, 

Thoy waſt too ger'rons, (ich mean Ends tonate, 

Thy left Hind ſeldom brew what "twas thy night Hand gays, 
Virtue, that's ſo tranſcenaent, wants a Nate, 
Exceeding Wonder, and ſurpaſſng Fame, 

Sch was thy exemplary Putty, 
So imaffetled, ana ſo v01d of Art, 
As n ade apptar, Simcentty 
Had Livery and Stifin of thy Heart. 
What, did(t than not attempt to oe 
A Denizon of Immortality * 
Whilſt here on Earth, inther we might haut ſein 
A Cuizen of New Jcrufalem. 
T'0:1 corldſt not with inglorious Sloth diſpen'e, 
Bt [lormedſt Heaven with a Holy Violence : 
Inflamed with Seraplnck Five, 
Thither thou dzdſt, jyom whence thou cam ſt, aljine, 
Thithey thou dad't both Aims and Attions bind, 
Arid to that bleſſed Port did all thy Sterrags tend, 
| 
Knowledg, tr richeft Boon that can be giz ey 
To Earth's Poſffeſſor, by indulgent Hexvn ;, 
Which others ( oftes ) labour for int ain, 
Arid re29p no Fruit to recompente thay Pain, 
Thou hadſt, witho:t 2 flint ;; 
Diipenied with ſuch Liber aitty, 
To:t twas not difficult to find 
Aw ole * Encyclopedia in thy Mind, 
It came ſo ſwift, we (almoſt) did velieve 
I was not acquir'd by Study, bit intuitive, 
T:t (0 tranſcendently immente was thy, 
Not tn b: prrallell d, Hunitity ; 
Arif that v4/t iHluſtrious Magazine of Wort! 
That with ſo great a Splendor did ſhine forth, 


* The Circle of [nfiryQtion. 
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( xxvu1 ) 
And :mto ak that bnew thee was reveald, 
Were only from thy modeſt (elf conceal'd, 
Tvi;s, ove his radiant Face, a V ail the God-libe Moſes drew, 
And (hrowaed Glories much tos bright ſor mortal Eyesto 


(View, 
VI. 


Tit (o ditinely great a Liſe 
Found not uninterrupted Eaſe : 
Ty Condutt in full Lufire did apptar, 
When thou, by Fate, waft ſummoned to ſteer 
Thy fluttuating Bark in moſt tempeſtuous Seas. 
Heaven ſaw bt fit to exerciſe 
Tiy paſſive Vertues, that Aﬀiiftions ſhould 
Imbitter a vann World to thee, 
(A World made up of Vanity) 
And from its Ore refine (ach precious Gold. 
Tis Bleſſmg only az4(t thou want ;, before 
Thou wa{t a Saint, but now almoſt a Conjefſor. 
At length (too good for Earth) thoi'rt called hence, 
A Member of the Church Triumphant to commence. 
Bit why, (inwidions Death) O whyſo ſoon ? 
Why muſt ber Night come, « ve (has ended Noon ? 
Well may thoſe Wratches fear to die, 
Whoje ill-(pent Life 
No Projpett, but Eternal Woe does git. 
Thou calmly diaſt ſurrender up thy Breath, 
Unternnjy'd at the Approach of Death, 
Nor aid emajculating Groans betray 
Thee, emulous of any farther flay, 
Or loth the gaſtly Summons ts obey. 
Ty Life was wondrous, bit its Exit #4 
AGlorions * Apotheofis. 
This tho.gh with Splendor Phochus gilds 
The Morning of his Race, 
Tit are his brighteſt Beams viſor d 
Tye jetting Sim to grace, 
Sic marrens deflevir, 


Feb. 19. 16g?. HEN. CUTTS. 


* Taken up among tie Blefled. 
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The CON TEN T SotthePapers, 


Paper I, N h:unble Avouchment of God to be hey Poy. 
A tron, | ' Pig. 34, 

Paper IT, 4n earneſt Expoſtulztion with hey ſelſ in reference 
to the great - Concern of her Pretious and Immortal 
Soul, P- 37» 
Paper III. Her moſt ſerinns Tho:ghts on this Paſſage, You 
will not come unto me that you may have Lite, P.44. 
Paper IV. Heir grave and godly Adcict to ber Chil- 


avrin., P. 47: 
Paper V. Her vimble and chea "ul D:portment inder Aſ- 
flidtions, P- 53+ 


Paper VI. A thank. reco:mtin” of may. particulay Mere 

cies vouchſaſed Io ' 'Y, Þ. $9. 
Paper VII. Ti e Srripty "i of great UVle and Comtort, P63. 
Paper VIII. Serious Refiettions on the late Exrthquabe, 


, 67. 

Paper IX, & X. Ar awſul Ser? of Death and V. ys (a 
approaching Diſſ»l«tion, p.71,& 76, 
Paper XI. 4 delightful Contemplation of the Bleſſedneſs of 
the Saints in Heauen, P. 82. 
Paper XII. Texts of Sci ?twre that yielded great Comfort 
and Support under her de\1onding Thoughts, P. $9. 
Paper XI, As earneſt Deſi e to 2t fitted jor ana VYOWg'Mt 
anto Heaven, P. 99. 
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Funeral Sermon. 
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1: Cor. 7. 30. 


And they that weep as though they 
wept not. 


Shall inſiſt upon that Clauſe at this 
time, In it I ſhall obſerve, 
1. A Conceſſion, He grants them 
ſome kind of Sorrow and Griet. 
2. A Corre&tion. He moderateth it. 
. He grants them ſome kind of Sorrow, 
in that he puts Weeping tor Adverlity 3 
the Aﬀection for the Condition ; the Et- 
fefts for the Cauſe ; as allowing them an 
holy Senſibleneſs of their Miſery, they that 
weep, Then he correQeth and moderateth 
this Sorrow, as if they wept not, becauſe he 
will not truit ſuch a dangerous Weapon 1n 
their own Hands, and leave the Corinthi- 
ans to the Vileneſs ang \V 25 wardnelſs of 
B their 


(2) 


their own Aﬀections ; though I allow you 
to weep, yet "Lis as if you wept not. 
1 he Points are two. 

I. That God alloweth, yea requireth 
of his Peoplc ſome Sorrow and Senlibleneſs 
ot their Condition. 

11. That the Heart muſt be ſo managed 
under this Sorrow, that we may be ſaid 
not to weep, rather than to weep, at the 
ſame time ; it muſt be with ſuch Modera- 
tion. Or thus; Chriſtians ſhould ſo for- 
row under the Senſe of their Condition, 
as if they did not ſorrow, I ſhall ſpeak 
briefly of both theſe. 


IDDoct. I. God 7 quireth, and alloweth ſome 
Sorrow : They that weep. 


I ſhall, 1. ſhew you that God doth o. 
2dly. Shew you what this Sorrow 1s. 

1. Toprove that fo it is, I will not ſtand 
to inſtance Places of Scripture in a Point 
{o familiar. 

l he Realons are ; 

iſt. This is the End why we have Aﬀes- 
ctions, that they may be excrciſed in their 
Seaion, God hath planted in every Man 
Attections futable to every Condition in 
which he placeth lum. It 1s ſaid, the Stars 
in their Order fought againſt Siſera ; ſo 
Attections. We have Joy for Proſperity, 
SOr- 


ou 


me 


C33 

Sorrow for Adverſity. What did God 
mean, to give us ſuch contrary Aﬀections, 
if not that they ſhould be acted in their Or- 
der and Time? that theſe Aﬀections 
ſhould, like. the Spokes, turn with the 
Wheel of Providence ? And therefore God 
complaineth much, as if he were fruſtra- 
ted of his End, when we do not anſwer 
Providence by an Exerciſe of thoſe Aﬀecti- 
ons that are ſutable to it; as Jer. 5. 3. 1 
have ſmitten them, and they have not 
grieved. God wondereth they ſhould be 
ſo unnatural, as not to grieve when ſtricken 
by him. So for Mercy ; Hoſ.11.3. I taught 
Ephraim to go, faking them by their Arms 3 
but they knew not that I bealed them : that is, 
they were not ſenſible of it, did not take 
notice, and were not ſutably affected with 
the Love of God : They are ranked among 
the reſt of Men that are under their natu- 
ral Condition, who are «5, without 
natural Aﬀection ; to be flinted, horny- 
hearted, ſuch as have no Smartnel(s, no 
Quickneſs of Aﬀection ; eſpecially when 
tie Miſery is of ſuch a Nature, that near 
Friends are taken from us, is very diſ- 

pleaſing to God. 
2dly. Becauſe that due Exerciſe of Sor- 
row under Affliction is very ſerviceable and 
beneficial to the Soul : (1.) To help ſpi- 
ritual Duties, Anima nunquam mel:us agit, 
B 2 quam 


(4) 
quam ex impetu inſignts alicujus affetFus : 
The Soul works beſt when it hath the Ad- 
vantage of an Aﬀection. When the Soul 
is made better by the Bitterneſs ot Grief 
we teel, and the Soul maketh the Aﬀecti- 
on of Sorrow to be Yehiculum, a kind of a 
Chariot to carry on the Work of Repen- 
tance; Jer. 2.19. Know and ſee that it is 
an evil thing and bitter, that thou ha#t for- 
ſaken the Lord thy God, When the Iron is 
hot, if you ſtrike in, -you may get good ; 
take the Advantage of your Hearts under 
your SSrrows. 

3aly. To make it ſerious. Sorrows ga- 
tier the Soul together, and make it more 
it ſelf: A Man cometh to himſelf in his 
Grief. Uſually God taketh this Courſe 
with his People ; though they begin in the 
Fleſh, they end in the Spirit. Sorrow 
maketh Reaſon to ſtand ſtill. Solomon 
ſpeaketh of bethinking themſelves in the 
Land of their Afﬀlictions, 1 Kings 8. 57. 
Jolly Perſons are ſlight, never think upon 
any thing. Thoſe that wallowed in Plea- 
ſures did put far away the Day of the Lord, 
Amos 6, 3. Till the Prodigal was tamed 
by outward Grief and Want, he never had 
Thoughts of returning, They that did 
not grieve when God ſtruck them, Jer.5.3. 
refuſed to receive Correction, The more 
ſorrowful the Mind is, the more ſerious. 
SOT + 
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Sorrow drieth up all thoſe ſwimming 


Thoughts and pleaſing Imaginat'ons, by* 


which Men drive away their Time, and 
divert their Care: and t\crefore there is 
a great deal of Benefit comes by it; it 
puts the Soul in an advantagiors way of 

receiving Good. 
4thly. This would double the AfMiction, 
not t2 grieve for ſuch things as nearly 
touch us, To break the Bent and Courſe 
of Nature is dangerous. Aﬀections, when 
ſtrongly ſtirred, muſt have their Exerciſe, 
for fear of greater Harms. It is an Eaſe 
ſometimes to mourn: Strangled Grief 
choaks the Heart: 1 Sam. 25. 37. Nabal's 
Heart became as a Stone within him, when 
he heard Tidings that mightily affected 
him; it had been better he had wept and 
mourned. As Chirurgeons firſt let the 
Sore ſoften, before they begin to draw it. 
Job 2. 13. Job's Friends ſaid not a Word to 
him the firſt ſeven Days, for they ſaw that 
his Grief was great : They let Sorrow have 
its Courſe for a while. Stop Floods in their 
full Career, and they rage and ſwell. 
When the Death of a near Friend hath o- 
pened the Sluces, let the Waters play a 
little in the Channel, till it be calmer. 
Pallions ſpend and tire themſelves in their 
Exerciſe. Grief is ſometimes caled by the 
Expreſlion of it. There is Reaſon too for 
B 3 It, 


(6) 
it, if that of Cardan be true, that an hea- 
vy Heart is caſed by nothing ſo much as 
by Sighsand Tears; becauſe Tears empty 
the Head of ſome Vapours with which it is 
ſurcharged, and Sighs lighten the Heart of 
ſome fuliginous Damps that oppreſs it. 
Theſe are Nature's Offers for Eaſe. You 
{cc the Reaſons. 

2, What Grief and Sorrow this is that 
Cod alloweth and approveth. What is 
iinful Grief I ſhall ſhew you in the next 
Point: here what 1s lawful and required, 

I anſwer ; Not every Sorrow : For there 
iS Au7y Te Iuargy, as well as nes ev; 
a godly Sorrow, and a worldly Sorrow; 
2 Cor. 7. 10. Godly Sorrow worketh Repen- 
tance to Salvation, not to be repented of ; but 
the Sorrow of the World worketh Death, In 
the gencral it muſt be a godly Sorrow. In 
theſe Reſpects ; 

(1,) You muſt ſee ſomewhat of God in 
the Affiction. It is a Motive this on both 
+{ands, both to Senhiblenefs and Patience, 
that it is from God : cb. 12. 5. My Son, 
dc frje not thou the Chaſtening of the Lord be- 
cauſe it is from God. A Man lights every 
ordinary Chance ; but when it is from 
Co), then it worketh more eflecual upon 
the Spirit; As we ſec in the caſe of the 
Plultltines; 1 $2. 6.9. It that Stroke that 
tappencd upon them were a Chance, they 
would 
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would trouble themſelves no further about 
it; but if it were from the God of [/ſracl, 
they would adviſe abont ſending home the 
Ark. 

(2.) It muſt he ſerviceable Sorrow, to 
ſet you the nearer to God. Sorrow is of 
the-Nature of thoſe things that are requt- 
red, not for themſelves, but Tg&vs «Mo, 
for ſome farther thing. You muſt not reſt in 
your Sorrow,but make uſe of it; that it may 
work kindly, employ it about the Work of 
the Sanctuary. Do not cherith your Aﬀe- 
Gions for their own ſakes, but fo as they 
may be helpful to the Soul. Do not go a- 
bout to {till the Aﬀettion, to think that's 
all that is required ; let it do the Soul Ser- 
vice, and be glad you have your Hearts un- 
der ſuch an Advantage. You know how Jo- 
ſhua ſerved the Gibeonites, he did not lay 


them,but condemned them to be Hewers of 


Wood and Drawers of Water for the San- 
Guary. Grief and Sorrow, well managed, 
will make a good Drawer of Water for the 
Sanctuary. Make your Sorrow your Ser- 
vant now to draw Water for you, to make 
you ſmart and bleed for a good Uſe and 
Purpoſe. There 1s a gracious Promiſcto 
them that ſow in Tears ; Pſal. 126.5. They 
that ſow in Tears, ſhall reap in Foy. ow we 
are in Tears, but we do not fow 
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Tears; 
rears are not Seed, we have not the Crop. 


(3) 
But what ſhall we do to make them Seed? 
ſpiritualize them, make them ſpiritual 
>: let the Water run in a holy Chan- 
nel, and then, like the Waters of the 
Sanctuary, they will be healing Waters. 
The Death of a Friend, though never {6 
dear to us, will never cauſe any but carnal] 
Tears; they miniſter a good occaſion 
of Mourning, but they do not miniſter a 
Cauſe and Ground of Mourning. It is 
good to diſtinguiſh between the Cauſe and 
the Occaſion. At ſuch a time God calleth 
for more than ordinary Senſibler.cfs and 
Sorrow ; but not becauſe he hath declared 
his Pleaſure concerning our Friends, that 
15 Murmuring, not Mourning. We ſhould 
take this occaſion indeed, but our Sorrow 
ſhould work upon a ſpiritual Ground and 
Object. 

if. We ſhould take this Occaſion to 
mourn tor our own Sins. Miſerics are but 
the Eficdts of Sin. You ſhould labour to 
make Sin bitter by your preſent Feeling, 
Therc ſhould be, I ſay, a ſpecial renewing 
of our Repentance by ſuch Providences. 
Experience tcacheth beſt. Now you fee 
what Sorrow Sin bringeth. If Men would 
but improve their Occaſions of Sorrow 
thus, their Hearts would be more keen a- 
gainſt Sin. Itis a great Argument to make 
Men continue in 2 Courſe, when 1t never 
Provetht 
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proveth Evil to them : Therefore God 


challengeth them, Jer. 2. 5. What Inzquity 
have you found in me, that you depart from 
me ? Juſt as a Martyr ſaid, I have ſerved 
Jeſus Chriſt thus many Years, and ſhould I 
deny him now ? But if Men would thus ob- 
ſerve theſe Experiences, Sin cannot make 
this Challenge : We can ſay of Sin, Thou 
haſt killed my Husband or Wite at ſuch a 
time, my Daughter, my Brother at {och a 
time, &c. Conlider and ſay, Have not [ 
provoked God to remove the Comfort of a 
Parent or near Relation from me ? Ir is 
ſaid of Gideon, Fude. 8. 16. that with Bri- 
ars and Thorns he taught the Men of Suc- 
coth. So God many times teaches us. 

2dly. We ſhould take this Occation to 
weep for the publick Abominations. When 
Polus the Tragedian was to att a mournful 
Part, he brought in the Urn, or the Pot 
of Aſhes of his own dead Son, that drew 
real Tears from him, We are all to act 
2 mournful Part now, even to mourn for 
our Abominations before the Lord. It 
may be your Grief is flat and low, awaken 
it by theſe private Inſtances. But take 
heed, let it not ſtay there; this is but to 
vive the Occaſion, ſome other thing muſt 
be the Cauſe and the Object of ir. O pour 
out a little Water upon the publick Sins, 
they are Sparks that we have kindled ! as 
the 
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the Prophet ſpeaks, I/a. 50.11. Behold ! 
all ye that kindle a Fire, and compaſs your 
ſelves about with Sparks. It 1s meant of Sins ; 
not, as it is wrongly expounded, of walk- 
ing in our own Duties. Well, pour out 
this Water upon theſe Sparks. When a 
Town 1s on Fire, every one will bring his 
Bucket. Why when the whole Kingdom 
is compaſſed about with theſe Sparks, God 
giveth you theſe private Occalions, that 
you may bring your Bucket toquench the 
common Flame. So Luke 23. 28. Weep not 
tor mc, but we ep for Our ſelves and for your 
Cbildrea, Alas, a could-chooſe but ſhed 
Tears, to part with ſuch a blelled Compa- 
101 48 our Saviour ? Yet not for me, ſaith 
he, bnt for the Survivors: Weep for your 
Sins and Calamirttes that are coming upon 
you: Let foch an Occalion open the Flood- 
gates ; but then cut outa Paſſage for them, 
tharthey may run this way. 
ly. For the publick Miſeries. Private 
Sorrows ſhould be twallowed up in the pub- 
lici;. Look, as private Mercies are no 
Merces, unlcis it be well with Sin; and 
theretore it iS annexed as a ſpecial Bleſſing, 
Pſil. 128.6. that they ſhould ſee thery Chil- 
drens Childrcn, and Peace upon Iſracl, De- 
{Tenfive 1 ove 15 ſtrong, always, but in theſe 
t1:1es more ſtrong, becauſe every one Ccx- 
pected the Meſliah to come of his Race; 
but 
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but that is nothing without Peace upon T/- 
racl, it is not a conſummate Mercy with- 
out that. Private Griefs are nothing in 
compariſon of the Miferies of Sion; 1 Sam, 
4. 21. The Glory is departed! the Glory is de- 
parted ! Though ſhe loſt a Father, loſt an 
Husband, that was ſad ; but ſhe reflects up- 
on the principal Cauſe of Grief, the Miſes 
ry of the Church of God. So ſee Jer. 22. 
10. Weep ye not for the Dead, neither bemoan 
him ;, but weep ſore for him that goeth away, 
for he ſhall return no more to his native Coun- 
try : Not for good Joſiah, but the Miſery 
of wicked Shallum. Thus it muſt be God- 
ly in reſpe& to the End, to draw you to 
God thcle ways. 


Uſe 1. It condemneth that Slightneſs of 
Spirit that is in moſt Perſons. God en- 
tereth into their Families, and taketh 
thence a principal Pillar, a Husband or 
Wife, but they arc not affected withir ; 
they carcleſly flight it, as it nothing had 
been done, or ſome chance had befallen 
them... A Roman bragged, Se nunquam 
cum matre, &c, They may ſay they were 
never comforted, they never needed it, 
they lay nothing to Heart. Brethren, the 
Uſe of Divinity indeed 1s to compoſe and 
[till the Spirit, not to make it ſtupid. I] am 
ſorry that I am forced to ſpeak any thing 
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to trouble you, I had rather comfort : but 
there is no true Reit where there hath not 
been a due Trouble ; therefore | muſt a lit- 
tle ſpeak againſt this Stoical Patience and 


Inſentibleneſs. And becauſe Diſcovery of 


Sin doth more wound the Heart, than all 
the Forcibleneſs of Expreſſion we can uſe, 
Iſhall not cudgel it with barren Invetives, 
but labour to diſcover this ſinful careleſs 
Inſenſibleneſs to the Heart, and diſtinguifh 
it from an holy Patience. I have been of- 
ten upon ſuch like Subjects, therefore ſhall 
fay the leſs now. I ſhall difference it chiefly 
In — Grounds. 
. This Slightnelſs proceeds ; 

” From want of Conlideration. There 
can be no Patience where there is no Senle 
of Evils. They will not give their Thoughts 
leave to work upon ſuch Objects. I do not 
ſay, we muſt make it the Cauſe or Object 
of our Mourning ; yet | ſay, we muſt make 
it the Occalion: this muſt awaken ſad 
Thoughts in us about our own Sins, or 
others Sufferings ; but they will not think 
of it. Theſe are ſuch as are deſcribed by 
the Prophet, to put far away the evil Day, 
Amos 6. 3. that 1s, all Conſideration of 
God's Dealings with them, or others. 

2dly. From indulging Pleaſure. A vo- 
luptuous Spirit 15 an inſ-nſible Spirit ; 
EPh. 4. I 9, WW: O DL! ug paſt feelin ug, Hive 
theme 
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themſelves over to work Uncleanneſs with 
Greedineſs. So It 1s ſaid, Hoſ. 4. 11. Whore- 
dom and Wine do take away the Heart ;, that 
is, all Smartneſs and Quickneſs of Aﬀecti- 
on. When the Soul is leeping in Plea- 
ſure, there is a Brawninelſs brought over it. 
Pleaſure is the Drunkennels of the Soul, 
and a drunken Man feeleth nothing ; 
Prov. 23. 35. They bave ſtricken me, ſhalt 
thou ſay, and I was not fck ;, they have beaten 
me, and | felt it not. 

3dly. Vain Thoughts ; Jer. 4. 14. How 
long ſhall vain Thoughts dwell within thee 2? 
Ewl Workings of Spirit, either ſeeking a 
way how they may get out, or contriving 
how it maketh for their worldly Advan- 
tage. The Devil darts evil Thoughts in us, 
how a Croſs by ſome ſinful courſe may work 
for our temporal Good, our State augment- 
ed thereby, or capable of farther Content- 
ment and Advancement in the World. 

2. Chriſtian Patience cometh from this 
Ground ; it doth not exclude a Senſe of 
Evil, but a quiecting of the Heart againſt 
Evil. Theſe are the Grounds 3nd Work- 
ings of the Thoughts. 

1/}, It ſeeth God init: 1 Sam. 3.18. [t 
is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. 
Pſal. 39. 9. I was dumb, and opened nt my 
Mouth, becauſe thou did#t it. 
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2dly. It ſceth God acting with Soveraign- 
ty: Dan. 4. 35. None can ſtay his Hand, cy 
ſay to him, What dot thou ? Job 9g. 12. Be- 
bold, he taketh away, who can hinder him ? 
I\ho will ſay to him, What do## thou ? Job 33. 
1 3. What,dost thou irive with him ? be giveth 
No Account of bus Matters. 

3dly. This Soveraignty mollified with 
Attributes. As; 

(1.) With infinite Juſtice 3 Dan. 9. 14. 
The Lord our God ts Righteous in all the Works 
which he doth : Juſt and righteous in all his 
ways. It is juſt, becauſe God doth it : His 
Will is the meaſure of his Actings; Det, 
27. 15. All the People to ſay, Amen ; It is 
juſt, Lord. 

(2.) With infinite Wiſdom; [/a. 28.29. 
He is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in 
working : He knoweth what is better for 
you than you yonr ſelves ; for God hath 
the Bowels oft a Mother, ſo the Wiſdom of 
a Father. 

(3.) With infinite Love: It looketh up- 
on God as a Father ; Jobn 18. 11, The Cup 
that my Father bath grven me, ſhall I nt 
drink of it 2 Thoup t a bitter Cup, it 15 
from my Father. 

(4.) With infinite Faithfulneſs ; Val. 
119. 75. I know thy Jud, ments are right, 
and that in Faityfulneſs than hat aftlite. F-* 
It looketh vpon Aiflictions as a Means in 
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God's Hands, I proceed to the ſecond 
Point. 


DoR:. II. That Chriſtians ought ſo to ſorrow 
under the Senſe of their Afﬀiittions, as if 
they did not ſorrow. 


Their Aﬀections muſt be moderately ex- 
erciſed. Having in the former Point ſhew- 
ed what Sorrow may be allowed, or is re- 
quired of a Chriſtian, 1 ſhall ſhew you 
here what Sorrow 1s diſallowed or unlayw- 
ful. 

1. Such as overwhelmeth and dejecteth 
the Spirit, ſo as you are not your own Man. 
This is called a Fainting, or a linking of 
the Soul under Aﬀiction 5 Heb. 1 2.5, Faint 
not when thou art rebuked of the Lord. As we 
muſt not ſlight it, ſo we muſt not faint un- 
der it; Fainting is, quando anima dejicitur 
de flatu, when the Soul is put out of the 
Condition of a free Soul, and delivercd 
over to the Poſlellion of another. God 
hath given every Man this Fee-{imple, to 
poſſeſs himſelt. Now we arc not our 
ſelves when we are overcome with Grief 
and Sorrow ; and therefore it is ſaid, 
Luke 21.19. In Patience poſſeſs your Souls : 
implying, that a Man hath not the uſe and 
command of his Soul, when he is over- 
come with Griet ; it doth as it were diſ- 
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poſſeſs a Man of himſelf. You know of 2 
drunken Man we ſay, he 1s not himſelf, 
becauſe he hath not the free Uſe of his 
Reaſon. Now this being overwhelmed 
with Sorrow, 1s exprelled in Scripture by 
this very Term, being drunk ; as Iſa. 63. 
6. I will tread the m down in mine Anger, [ 
will make them drunk in my Fury : that is, 
bring ſuch Afiction as the; ſhall not be 
able to injoy themſelves under it, to have 
the free Uſe and Exerciſe of their Reaſon, 
2. Such as 1s pccvith., When Men in- 
dulge themſelves in their Diſquiets, and 
will not hearken to what might make for 
the Settlement of their Souls. When the 
Heart yicldeth to Paſſion, and huggeth 
Grief, and will not let it go. There isa 
great deal of Pride and %romach in Men 
againſt God's Diſpenſa*1uns, and there- 
fore the Prophet expreſſeth that intolera- 
ble Miſery that ſhould light upon her Chil- 
dren by the Stomachfulnels that was in Ra- 
cbel: Jer. 31. 15. Weeping for her Children, 
ſhe would not be comforted. Men have 
no Ear to hcarken to what may be ſaid for 
God, and theretore are reſolved to hold 
the Bitterneſs of their own Thoughts, 
This ſtubborn Pettiſhneſs and wilfal Grief 
may be ſometimes in God's own Choſen : 
it was in Tacob, Gen. 37. 35. He refuſed to 
be comforted ; for he ſaid, | will go down into 
the 
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the Grave unto my Son mourning. I will ;, it 
wasa ſtomached wilful Grief. Chriſtians, 
by a perverſe peeviſh juſtifying of their 
Paſſions, they ſay of their Sorrows, as Jo- 
nah did of his Anger, Jon: 1D 4. 9. I do well 
ts be angry. When Men take it for grant- 
ed, they do well in it, they reſolve then 
to ſhut their Ears againſt whatever might 
appeaſe and quiet their Thoughts. 

3- Such as are impatient and diſcontent- 
ed, as if God had not dealt wiſely or wor- 
thily with them, When a tull Veſlel is ſhaken, 
the Water will plaſh over: And when 
there is ſuch a Tumult in the Heart, un- 
ſeemly Expreſſions will drop from us ; as 
it God ſhould not have dealt thus with us, 
4s to take away theſe Comforts in which 
were all our Solace, the Staff and ths Stay 
of the Family. We that are Neighbours 
are apt very often in-Diſcontent to ſay, 
\Vhat a ſerviceable and uſctul Perſon hath 
God taken away, and ſo many bad ones 
lett? as it God had not made a right 
choice. tooliſh Man world be accounted 
wiſcr than God, But if a Man were well 
5killed in God's Attributes, he would nc 
vcr murmur, eſpecially it he dic. but cons 
lider, this cometh from a \V :11e God, Ihe 
Cauic of all the Diſorder 11 the Heart, 15 
the want of fearing God's Name, we are 
not Skilled in his Attributes. Aiphorrjics 
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blaſphemouſly ſaid, S in principio mundt ipſe 
De» adfuiſſet, multa melius ornatiuſque con- 
denda eſſent ;, things ſhould have been or- 
dered better, if he had been of God's 
Council. Many of you do not utter ſuch 
Expreſſions, but yet too often conceive ſuch 
Thoughts in your Hearts; you will not 
think ſo; ay, but what mean the blcating 
of the Sheep, and the lowing of the Ox- 
en? ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, O ! would 
to God I had died frit ; as David, 2 Sam. 
18. 33. O Abſalom, my Son, my Son ! nould 
to God that ] had died for thee! And again; 
would to God | had been dcad a lony, time 
ago, rather than to ſurvive my Happineſs ; 
all my Eltate gone in an inſtant, as (Bre- 
thren) in theſe empty trying Times it js 
many a Man's Caſc : but remember, tooliſh 
Man, the All-wiſe God thought it fitrelt for 
thee. Yet thn: doth the Prophets Fl:;./», 
when he was driven into the Wilderneſs 
by: Jezelel, 1 Kings 19. 4. in a Diſcontent 
requeſts tor himielt, that he might dic 
Ui 1s enov4gh now, O Lord, take away my Life. 

4. Such as unfit for Duty. Aﬀections 
arc no turther lawful than they fit for Du- 
ty, When Griet taketh off our Hearts 
irom the Duties of our general or particu- 
lar Ca!ling, it is an evil Grief: ' See Gen. 35. 
19,21. Rachel died, and was buried ; and 
liracl jorrnied and ſpread bis Tent. Having 
jolt 
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loſt ſo dear a Wife, he doth not ſtand 
puking by the Tomb ; but Iſrael journied, he 
went on about his Bulineſs, We ought {0 
far to be ſenlible of Providence, as may 
ſerve to quicken us to Duty, not to hin- 
der us. There is a great Queſtion now, 
whether we ought to fear or hope in our 
Muſery ;, ſome of one ſide cry down Fear ; 
ſome on the other ide cry down Hope : 
Why, Brethren, there is not much Matter 
in the Exerciſe of cither of theſe Aﬀetti- 
ons, but according as they do more or leſs 
quicken you to Duty. It you be the more 
earneſt. in Prayer, becauſe you hope Suc- 
ceſs is near, truly that is a good Diſpoſi- 
tion of Heart; it becauſe Fear, that is 
the moſt unchriſtian. 1 confeſs, Fear is 
good when it ends in Duty : TJeboſaphat 
feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord, 
2 Chron. 209. 3. And Noah moved with 
Fear, prepared an Ark, Heb. 11. 7. Bre- 
thren, the bare Exerciſe ot Atections is 
but a natural and an inditffereat thiag ; the 
great Trial of them 13 when they fit you 
t1e more for the Servi: ce that God requires 
of you. Therelore when Perions gricve 
fo for the Loſs of an Husband, Wife, 
Childrei, or Eſtate, that they have no 
mind to pray, no mind to go zbour their 
Callinzs with any Co:nfort, that 5s an evil 
Grief, It 15 tree that God winketh at 
C 3 ſons 
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ſome Omiſlions of Duties for a.ſmall while, 
in ſuch caſes, till we are able to manage 
our Thoughts, and digeſt our Sorrow ; 
and the Letter of the Law giveth place to 
ſuch great Necellities : as Aaron s Excuſe is 
but reaſonable 5 Lewvit. 10. 19. Such things 
have befallen me this Day, that if | had eaten 
the Sin-offeriag, ſhould is be accepted with the 
Lord 2 The Death of his two Sons, though 
he held his Pcace, he could not tell how for 
the preſent to frame his Heart to a joyful 
Duty: As if a Minilter cannot tell how to 
bring his Heart to preach, it God hath 
entered upon his Family, taken away a 
Wite or Children thence. I confeſs this 
comcth from Corruption, but in ſuch Caſes 
God winketh at it for a ſhort time. The 
Reaſons are: 

1. Becauſe otherwiſe our Carriage would 
be very diſhonourable and derogatory to 
Jeſus Chriſt, as it he were not better to us 
than all the Comforts that we laſe ; 1 Sam. 
1. S. as Elkana fad to Z1tmah, Why wi Cp 
eſt thou ? am ot | bitter to thee than ten S: NS: 
So why weepelt thei! 2. Is not Chrilt betrer to 
thee than ten Wives, tea © hildren, ren 
Parents, a thouſand tines 45 much a5 thou 
haſt loſt ? If we hi! but Faith to ſec it, 
Chriſt 15 to-a lichover whatever he want- 
eth. ThePeoic of Gul in the Wilder- 
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A Chriſtian hath never 


art our Habitation. 
more Comfort' than when he ſeeth that 
particular thing made up in Chriſt, which 
was taken from him by the Providence of 


God. lt a Believer has loſt her Husband, 
ſhe ſeeth Chriſt her Husband. £o for any 
other Relation ; if a Parent, ſceth Chrilt 
his Parent; if a Brother, Chriſt's a Bro- 
ther. We are to Chriit inſtead of all 
theſe Relations, and therefore why ſhould 
not Chriſt be ſo to us ? See AZatth. 12. 50. 
Whoſoever doth the Will of my Father, the 
ſame is my Brother, and Siſter, and Mother, 
Mark, we are ſo to him, and therefore 
why ſhould we not account Chriſt to be fo 
to us? Certainly it is a great Diſhonour 
and Diſparagement to him, if we do not 
ſee all our Loſſes abundantly made up in 
him. 

2, It would he a Diſhonour to our Pro- 
feſſion. Ir is a Credit to Chriſtianity, that 
the Profeſſors of it can be joyful in all Con- 
ditions; Heb. 10. 34. Te took joyfully the 
ſpoiling of your Goods, «gmi97! ;, though all 
they had were ſnatch'd from them by rude 
Hands, yet they were joyful. Let guilty 
Cains look with fallen Countenances, Gen. 
4.6. Let the Phariſccs pleaſe themſelves in 
their fowr Looks, Mat.6.16. A Chriltian's 
Countenance ſhould ſhew him to be above 
his Miſery, ſprightly and chearful ; though 
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you take away their Coat, as Tofeph's Mis 
ſtreſs did, you cannot take away their 
Comfort; they are glad they can eſcape 
with their Conſcience, though they ſhould 
leave their Coat behind them. I remem- 
ber Scaliper playeth the Critick with Ho- 
mer, becauſe Champion Achilles 1s brought 
in weeping, his beloved Briſes was taken 
from him. Soit is a Diſgrace to our high 
Profeſſion when a Chriſtan is brought in 
E::v0{975, Weeping, 1t 15 beneath you. It 
is ſaid in AGs 5. 41. Try departed from the 
Preſence of the Council, rejoicmg that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt, Philpot's 
Stocks in the Biſhop of Londons Coal-houſe 
was but a pair of Organs, as he ſaith. Nor 
15 1t true only in theſe honourable Suffer- 
ings far the Glory of our Religion, but in 
the Strokes of Providence in this very Buſi- 
neſs ofdeceaſed Friends. The Apoſtle makes 
it the Property of Pagans to mourn exceſ- 
fively, 1 Theſ]. 4. 13. Sorrow not as thoſe that 
have no Hope, 1.e. as Pagans; they did abound 
init: as ſee Gen.50.3. comparcd with v.10, 
Joſeph mourned for Jacob but ſeven Days, 
the Egyptians ſeventy, cven ten times as 
much. Nay, Pagans err ſo much this 
way, that if they could not find Grief, 
they would force Grief; and therefore at 
their Funerals, if they had no Sympathy, 
they wonld ſlaſh their Faces, and cut their 
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Fleſh, that they might be ſorrowful. And 
therefore God ſaith, Deut. 14. 1. Te ſhall 
not cut your ſelves, and make Baldneſs in your 
Eyes for the Dead ;, ye are the Children of 
the Lord your God; that is, you have 
higher Principles, you know ſuch Sorrow 
needleſs. And hence was it that the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians were wont to ſing tri- 
umphant Pſalms at Funerals, as it appear- 
eth out of many Places of Chryſoſtom, ta 
ſhew they had higher Hopes of their de- 
parted Friends. 

3. It is yery prejudicial, You have no Be- 
nelit, but a great deal of Hurt by it; 2 Cor. 
7.10, thereit is ſummedup in one word, 
Worldly Sorrow worketh Death ; that is, chict- 
ly ; Sorrow for worldly things, that works 
Death temporal and eternal in its Deſert ; 
temporal Death, as it exhauſteth the Spi- 
rits, waſtcth the Marrow, Worldly Sor- 
row leaveth a very ſtrong Impreſſion upon 
the Body, as Solomon ſaith, Prov, 17. 22, 
A broken Spirit drieth the Bones ;, it dulleth 
and deadens the Heart. If a Man would 
not ſave his Tears, yet he ſhould reſerve 
them, keep them up for holy Uſes : God 
may give you many ſpiritual Occaſions to 
empty your Rottle, do not be over-free of 
them. Aﬀections over-exerciſed are uſu- 
ally reſtrained againſt the next Occaſion. 
And as they procure Death in reſpe& of 
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the Vixour of the Body and Soul; fo an 
eternal Death too, it deſerveth it. And 
ſo the Apoſtle is to be underſtood ; for he 
oppoſeth it to Godly Sorrow, which here- 
aftcr you ſhall ſec you have no cauſe to re- 


pent of, as you have of Worldly. Grief 


is a molt ſerious Paſſion: and though a 
Man may forget himſelf in his Joy, he 
ſhould not forget to think of the Danger ; 
[orldly Sorrow worketh Death. 

4. Itis very unreaſonable. It Men would 
cite their Aﬀections before the Tribunal 
of Reaſon, and ask them what's the mat- 
ter v, byt hey are ſo violently ſtirr'd ? they 
mivght diſcern much of their Folly ; ſal. 

2.5. David callcth himſelf to an account, 
Wy art thou ſo diſquieted, O my Soul ? 
why art thou cat down within me ? Ask why 
it is, and you will ſce cither no reaſon, or 
a corrupt one. Iniqua lex ot qua ſe exa- 
mizari non patitur, faith Tertulltan. And 
lo 1t 1S an evil Hcart that will not be called 
to an account. Suſpect thoſe Paſſions that 
are loth to be examined. Do hut ask your 
ſelves, why dol grieve now ? you ſhall ſee 
the Antwer will be fooliſh, unreaſonable, 
anthankful, or fivouring of Diſcontent, 
Why, it may Þe you will ſay, Many 
dear Comforts arc taken from me. O 
Brethren, that 1s an ill Expreſlion, no out- 
ward Comfort can be taken from a Chri- 
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ftian. We ſhould live in ſuch a —— 
waiting for God's Pleaſure, and in ſuch 

quiet Submiſſion thereunto, as not to look 
upon our Comtorts as taken from Lk Job 
indecd uſeth the word, Job 1.23. The Lord 
bath given, the Lord 1th taken : but he 
uſeth it ſo as it he would be underſtood, as 
if the Lord had accepted of the Reliynati- 
on; for he bleſſes God for it : Even our 
higheſt Comfort, our Lives, the Lives of 
the Saints are not taken from them ; God 
doth but as it were accept of the Religna- 
tion: As Stephen, Acts 7. 59. Lord Jeſus 
recerve my Spirit. SO Rev. 22, 20, Even ſo, 
come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly, It 1s faid of 
the Wicked intecd, that their Lives are 
ſnarched, or taken away; as Job 27. 8, 
What Hope hath the Hypocy: te we? en God taketh 
away his Sgvl, or ſnatcheth ir away ? So 
Luke 12. 20. Thou Fool, this Night {6 i thy 
Soul be required of thee, £772:T&@T! 377 me ; 
they ſhall challenge and get away thy Sov] 
from thee. Therefore we ſhould rchton 
up our holy Friends to God, as well as 
they do themſelves, Bur let us fcc how 


. unreaſonable this very Particular 18 ot 


Mournins tor the Dc 
[Sit to do them gov 1 ? They arc not the 
better for our Tea: ey are paſt Reco- 
very by our \V eepir vr. lit not to envy 
their Bleſſedneſs row "Oh them alive again ? 
2 Jam. 
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2 Sam. 12. 23. Wherefore ſhould I fait ? 
can I bring bim back again? I ſhall go to 
him, he ſhall not come to me. |s it be- 
cauſe they were ſo good that we mourn ? 
The better for God,they are gone to their 
own home. Is it becauſe ſo bad ? 2 Sam, 
13. 39. David was comforted concerning 
Ammon, "becauſe dead, though he died in 
Sin: Or 1s it becauſe they died fo ſoon, 
which heightens your Loſs ? Conſider who 
decrecd it; are you wiſcr than Gol ? Is it 
for your own Good you weep ? that is an 
holy Weeping: Weep as if you wept not. 
Thus it Men would expoſtulate with them- 
ſelres, they would fee the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of their Sorrow ; it is to no purpoſe. 
We expre!s things to no purpoſe by Wa- 
ter ({pi!t 01 the Ground : certainly Tears 
in ſuch C318s are but ſpilt Water. 


Uſe 1. To inſtruct you to take home this 
Leſlon ; fo to forrow under the Senſe of 
your Atfiictions, as if you did not ſorrow, 
be it the 1ofs what it will; though 1 
ſha!l chiefly ſpeak to the preſent Occation. 
Do not lect the Grief oppreſs your Heart. 
Ay, but how ſhall we dofo? 1 ſhall give 
you ſome lotives: As, 

1/t. Beſure to g2tan Intereſt in ſpiritu- 
al Mercies. The Doctrine ſaith, Chriſti- 
ans ought ſo to ſorrow, as if they :ſorrowed nit, 

we 
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We cannot ſpeak to others in this Lan- 
vage, unleſs we ſhould perſwade Men to 

fight the Hand of God. We throw Bones 
to Dogs, but Bread to Children. We can- 
not comfort you in a carnal way; P/al. 
94. 19. In the Multitude of my Thoughts 
within me thy Comforts refreſh my Soul. Mark, 
thy Comforts. To comfort a Man's ſelf 
upon carnal Grounds, argueth an Inſenſi- 
bleneſs of God's Hand, and it is a ſhrewd 
Sign that God gives us over to our ſelves. 
Therefore if you take Comfort, take it 
from your [Intereſt in ſpiritual Mercies. If 
you cannot look npon them under a Condi- 
tion of Propriety as yours, (as every Chri- 
ſtian cannot) yet at leaſt ſo tar look upon 
them, that from thence all your Comfort 
muſt be fetched. It is a Negle@& of Provi- 
dence to go away with a general Thought. 
We muſt not ſorrow too much, and yet 
we are to conſider whether we have good 
Ground why we ſhould be comforted, 
God giveth wicked Men theſe Experiences 
of Sorrow, that he may awaken them, and 
ſhew them there is no Comfort to be had 
thence whence they would fetch their 
Comforts in carnal Delights; Iſa. 57. 21. 
There 15 no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked. 
There 1s a Peacein their Fancies and Con- 
ceits, but no Peace, ſaith my God. There 
1s a great deal of hurt done this way by 
SETMons, 
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Sermons, Miniſters inſtruct Men ina Mo- 
ral way, that they ſhould not grieve too 
much ; but they do not inftruct a Man up- 
on what Grounds he ſhould not grieve: 
You muſt be ſure of better Mercies, or at 
leaſt look after them for your Comfort. 
A Man that has an Intereſt in Chriſt, is 
Tow" ave, a four-{quared Man, un- 
moved in all Conditions. There can be 
no Peace between a Man's Afﬀections and 
Condition, till there be a Peace between 
him and God. Mark that, Eecleſ. 9. 7. 
Go thy way, cat thy Bread with Joy, and drink 
thy Wine with a merry Heart :;, for God now ac- 
cepteth thy Works. When God accepteth 
ns, we may then cat our Bread with a 
merry Heart, lct things fall out how they 
will. 
2dly. Live in a continual Expectation of 
the Creatures Change. Things are not 
halt ſo bnrdenfom when we look for them. 
A Burden cait upon a Man's Back breaketh 
It; but when it 1s compacted and fitted for 
his Shoulders, he goeth away well enough 
with it, It was ſome Solace that Job could 
lay, Job 3. 25. The Evil that I feared is come 
4pow me. Suppoſe it be your own, or your 
Friends Diflolution, live in a continual 
Readineſs to part with Life, or any thing 
elſe at God's Call and Intimation,and it will 
not be ſo grievous to you when it comes. 
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3dly. Learn an holy Greatneſs of Mind, 
to be :able to live above the Creature. 
Conlider, the Happineſs of Man is in God 
alone: - All Happineſs contilteth in Confor- 
mity to, and Communion with God the 
chict Good ;, ſo that thovsh the Creature 
he gone, your Happineſs 1s not gune. That 
troubleth a Man moſt, when his Happineſs 
is Zone, he will not care fo much tor other 
things. It is good to ſee by what Injoy- 
ment they reckon themlelves happy ; if 
to have Hushand, ite, or a Houte well 
furniſhed, every thing to our Command ; 
then when God taketh away theſe thinrs, 
your Comfort is gone. I here 1s much of 
Peoples Conceits this way : But conlider, 
what do you reckon the beſt oft your In- 
jyments? that you have God tor your 
Portion ; Pſal. 144. 15. Happyts the People 
whoſe God is the Lord. So lee Pu. 30, 7. 
Thou did bide thy Face, and | was try4bled. 
Set but the Heart right in this Point, and 
It will be well. Grace is but tic Chanze 
of a Man's chictelt Good and utipoit End ; 
that is only the Difference between a na- 
tara] Man and a ſpiritual Man, about the 
Conccits of Happinels. 

7] here arc other Conliderations, as the 
Shortneſs of onr Miſery; the continual 
Abode of other Comtorts with us; though 
ſome be gone, we arc not Jeft naked to 
the 
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the World; the happy End of all the 
Good of our Souls. But this for a Taſte. 

Men will think a Sermon is to no pur: 
poſe that 1s ſpoken to comfort Perſons in 
this kind. Tothisend; 

1. Conſider, there is none of us but may 
have need of Comfort one time or other ; 
though our Mountain ſtandeth ſtrong for 
the preſent, it may be removed: Andit is 
good to lay up againſt a dear Year. Such 
Truths are moſt welcome when they com? 
in their Seaſon. 

1ſt. Contder, you may have a Seaſon 
when it will be necellary for you. IWho 
knowety what a Day may lring forth © The 
\Voman that entertained the Prophet, he 
would tiin do her good; no, faith ſhe, 
2 Kings 4.13. I dwe!l among mine own Pev- 
ple, But now that very Woman, as in 
2 Kings 8. 5. Sue cried to the King for hey 
Flinſe, and her 1.and - ſhe that did not 
ſtan in need of the Prophet, ſtood in need 
ot the Prophet's Man. You have your 
Wiſe, your Cluldren and Friends about 
you ; Othere may a time come when you 
will be glad of one Drop of this Comfort 
to ſupport you when they arc gone. 

21/y. Conlider, when it 18 upon you, you 
will find it the hardeſt thing in the World 
truly to allwage your Griet, to gricve ſo 
as If you did not grieve. Atllictions are 


4 rails 


C92 


the | evil, and weare apt to make them worſe, 
e | to turn Wormwood into Poiſon : Heb. 12 
ur: | 11. Nochaſtening for the preſent but will ſcem 


1n grieVoue. Seneca could ſlightly ſpeak of 
Miſeries when he had the Uſe of rich Gar- 
ay dens about Rome ; but when he had loſt 


T; all, he was as much to ſcek as others, 

or | Now I ſhall apply all that hath been 
18 ſpoken to this preſent Occaſion : 1ſt. To 
ch ſhew you why we ſhould mourn. 2dly. Why 
me mourn ſo, as if we did not mourn. 

Firſt ;, W hy we ſhould mourn : Conſfi- 
on der, we have loſt a pious Neighbour, and 
bo that deſerveth Senhbleneſs, 
he 1. Becauſe ſuch are a great I oſs: We 
he have loſt her Service, Help, and the Bene- 
© fit that we might have had by her. There 
0 is no Memher of Chriſt, but one way or 
in another is nſeful to the Community. And 
er indeed wo found her to be ſo; we loſe an 
Jt Example, we loſe uſeful Conference, we 
4 loſe the Þlecl,z of a Bleſling to a tamily, to 
r a Ncighbounrhood : May we not fay of her, 
It as of Pavid, Atts 13. 36. Aftcr he bad 
u ſerved his Generation by the Will of God, he 
> fell ajieep 2 She did ſcrve her Generation, 

and it was her Grief that ſhe did it no 

uU more and better, it ſhould be ours that ſhe 

d did it no longer. Serviceable Chriſtians 

oO | areagreat1] ofs, eſpecially in theſe times 
| of necd 
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2. It isa ſad Intimation to us, and there. 
fore we ought to be very ſentible of ſuch a 
Lois: Iſa. 57. 1. The Rights periſh, and 
mo A1an layeth it to Fleart, mount conſrdering 
that they are taken away from tre Evil to 
come, Wicked Men think they are the 
Banc of a Place : Plurimos defi, Chriſtian; 
nomins gratia >, Chriſtianos ad Leones . 
Wicked Men arc but preſerve in refe- 
rence to the Godly; they are but as a 
Fence of Thorns about a Garden of Roſes : 
Now when the Roſes are cropp'd off, what 
ſhall become of the Thorns, but be calt 
into the Fire ! God will daſh the Potter's 
Veilel: Gen. 19. 22. Zlaſte thee, ſcape to 
Zoar, for | cannot dos any thing till hba be 
come thither, I c 1mnot, mark that. Exod 
32. 19. Let me alone, and | will make of toe 
a creat Pcople : God oftereth —_— _m 
POuLtion, Als 27,24. The Lord ate 
thee all them tat [ul wit thee, I he! are Tie 
Stail and the Stay ; therefore we "ak e Rea- 
lon to be ſenitble of their Removal from us. 


Uſe 2, We have Reaſon allo to be com- 
torted, 

1ſt. For the Glory that cometh to God 
by her ſweet Departure. "Thoſe that have 
cavied her Lite, may wiſh for her Death, 


even ſuch Solac. as ſhe telt in the moſt bit- 
ter Agonics : Numb, 23.19, Let me die the 
[) ati 
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Death of the Righteous, and let my latter End 
be like his. It is a great Comfort that wick- 
ed Men have not wherewithal to blaſt Re- 
ligion, when they ſee how the Love of 
God can compoſe our Spirits in the great- 
eſt Extremities that betal us either in Life 
or Death. 

2dly. That ſhe hath left us for Glory. 
It was indeed through mairy Throws, and 
Pains, and Sorrows; bur Death played the 
Midwife, to help her into Glory. Ir is 
the Apoltle's Exhortation to the Theſlalo- 
nians, 1 Epiſt. chap. 4. ver. 13. That they 
ſhould not ſorrow, even as others which 
have no Hope concerning them which are 
aſleep in Jeſus; but admoniſh them, to 
comfort one another with theſe Words, That at 
Chriſt's Coming, they which ſurvive and re- 
main, ſhall be caught up together with them in 
the Clouds, to meet the Lord im the Air : And 
ſo ſhall we be ever with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with theſs 
Words, 
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Hope I have avouched the Lord to be 
|| my God, and reſolve to walk in his 
Ways, and to kcep his Statutes, and his 
Comman&ments, and his Judgments, and 
to hearken unto his Voice. And I hum- 
bly implore, that the Lord wonld avouch 
me to be one of his peculiar People, and 
that he would cnable me to keep all his 
Commandments. I often queſtion whe- 
ther I have any Intereſt in the Eternal 
God, or whether ke will own me as one of 
his ; but, Lord ! I humbly ſay, I have and 
do avonch thee to be my only God and 
Saviour; (O calt me not oft!) and I ear- 
neſtly beg Grace to walk in thy Ways. 
Help me to keep thy Statutes continually : 
Let me not dare to offend thee: O that1 
might never provoke thee my good God 
to be angry or diſpleaſed with me ! but 
let me, O Lord, be a Doer of thy Com- 
mandments, that ſo I may have Right to 
the Tree of Life : Lord, I have no Right, 
I can plead no Right, I fall infinitely ſhort 
of my Duty ; but have notI a bleſſed Savi- 
our to plead for me, whodied for the Chief 
of Sinners? and he hath promiſed that 

none 
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none that come to him, he will in any wiſe 
calt out. I know he is able to ſave to the 
utttermoſt, all thoſe that come to God 
through him : in his prevailing Name, and 
for his ſake I implore Divine Aſſiſtance to 
enable me to perſevere and hold out to the 
end, that atthe laſt I may enter in through 
the Gates into the City, into the HHeaven- 
ly Jeruſalem, where the Saints, and An- 
gels,and Cherubims.and Seraphims are con- 
tinually ſinging Hallelujahs to their King, 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord. I acknowledg my 
Unfitneſs, my Unworthineſs for this great 
inexpreſlidle, inconceivable Privilege : but 
though I am unworthy, if thou my God 
wilt count me worthy through the Merits 
of my dear Saviour, [I ſhall have Cauſe for 
ever to bleſs thy Name in the higheſt Hea» 
vens, World without End. Though I have 
no Right, if thou wilt give me Right to 
thoſe Treaſures and Pleaſures which are ac 
thy right Hand for evermore, this will 
be Matter of Thankfulneſs to Eternity. 
Give me ſome Hopes that | have an Inte- 
reſt in theſe invilible things, by my Care 
to pleaſe thee,and my Fear to oftend thee ; 
by my unfe.:gned Reſpect ro all thy Holy, 
Righteous, and Juſt Commandments, and 
by my harkning to thy Voice, the Voice of 
thy Word, and the Voice of thy Rod. 
T hy Dealings are variouſly diipenied to- 
D 3 
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wards me. I met with many contrary th 
Winds; O let them all blow me nearet E: 

to thy blelled Self. FE 

Lord, I humbly ſay, I have avouched hi 

thee to be my only God, my Salvation, =p 

my Portion, my Rock, my Fortreſs; O 1; 

be thou my reconciled rather, to whom [ W 

may continually reſort: and wlien my n 

| Hleſhand Heart here fail me, (as frequent- V\ 
th ly they do) be thou the Strength of my t 
pi Heart, and my Portion for ever. O God, x 
my God, do not torſake me, nor caſt me v 

utterly out. of thy Sight. "The Things of p 

this World they do not, they cannot, they { 

will not content me. O give me tome t 
comfortable Hopes that I am thine, that \ 

thou haſt adopted me, and that thou wilt c 


ſanctify me, and make me meet for thy 
blelſed Selt ! | I would be ever y Day fitting 
and preparing my ſelf for my laſt Day, 
for my accounting Day, when I mult be 
ſummoned before thy Tribunal Scat, to 
FIVE a ſtrict ſevere Account for all my 

{ houghts, Words and Actions, whackds 
| have offended thee, my Bracions and 
£00d God : but I find my ſelt unfit for any 
tpiritual Duty, Lord, help me to mind 
the Work of Time while Time laſts : fur- 
niſh me with Divine Aſſiſtance to enable 
me to do my Duty, without which I am 
utterly uncapable of ſerving or pleaſing 
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thy bleſſed Majeſty. Death is haſtning, 
Eternity approaching, the particular Day 
of Judgment near; and yet for all this, 
how inconſiderate art thon, O my Soul, to 
neglect the things that belong to thy ever- 
laſting Peace ! Iam often thoughtful what 
will become of me here, and how Matters 
will go with me here in this Life; Ah but 
when is the time to provide for Erernity, 
to get my Title to Heaven cleared, to get 
an undeniable Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which will yield me Comfort in the great- 
eſt worldly Diſtreſſes ? Lord, give me 
ſome Hopes that thou haſt avonched me 
to be thine; and that I have ſincerely, 
without Reſervation, or Power of Revo- 
cation, avouched thee to be my God. 


FATE 1 


O thou, by a patient Continuance in 

Well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and 
Honour, and Immortality, and Eternal 
Life. Be not weary of Well-doing, for 
in due time thou ſhalt reap if thou faint 
not. Is there Glory, Honour, Intmortali- 
ty, and Eternal Life ſet before me, and 
yet ſhall 1 tire and wax weary ? Dare l be 
impatient and fret at any of the Lord's 
D 3 Deal- 
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Dealings towards me ? If Heaven were oft. 
ner in my Eye and View, 1 ſhouid be more 
calm and compoſed in the midſt of all Tri- 
als, Troubles and Afﬀictions that do or 
may overtake me during my Abode in this 
diſtracting and Sin-defhiling World, Is 
there Glory to be had hereafter, and ſhall 
not I endeavour to be a Sharer therein ? ls 
there Honour to be conferr'd upon thoſe 
that are true Worſhippers of the Lanib, 
and ſhall I bedull, and dead, and ſluggiſh, 
and unmindtul of the Honour that ſhall be 
beſtowed upon the Saints ? 1s Immorrtality 
ſet before me, and yet I ſo glued to this 
mortal Lite, that the Intereſts and Con» 
cernments thereot ſo fill up my Time and 
T houghts, that theſe Heavenly Objects are 
too ſeldom thought of, and preſented to 
my Mind? Aneternal Life is offered in the 
Goſpel to all thoſe that by Faith lay hold 
on 1t, and yetl, Fool that I am, fo ſolici- 
tons for this temporal Life, this animal, 
this periſhing, this fading Life, ſo that I 
do too too much neglect my precious, im- 
mortal, never-dying, Soul ? fo that ſhould 
I hereafter be baniſhed thy comfortable 
Preſence, and excluded from thoſe Joys 
and Pleaſures that are injoyed by thoſe ad- 
mitted to thy Kingdom and Glory, 1 
could blame none bat my ſelf, who have 
not 18 a due manner ſought the Welfare of 
my 
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my Soul. I have a bleſſed Hope of the 
glorious Appearance of the Great God, 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, which I pre- 
tend to look, long, and wait for : but do 
I live as an Expectant of fuch tremens 
dous Appearances ? Can I, with Comfort, 
and Confidence, and Hope, look for this 
glorious Appearance of the great God, 
when he ſhall come in flaming Fire, taking 
Vengeance on them that know him not, nor 
obey bis Goſpel ? It I be found in this Num- 
ber, how {ad and deplorable will my Caſe 
be? Help me, O Lord, to ſearch and ſee 
how Matters go with my Soul : It thou art 
not in Chriſt ; 1f I have not got an Intereſt 
in God the Father, Son, and Spirit, there 
will be no bleſſed Hope for me, but a fear- 
ful Expectation of the hery Indignation 
that ſhall conſume his Adverſaries: O! to 
be found an Enemy to God, and he an E- 
nemy to any at Death and Judgment, is 
an aſtoniſhing thing ! therefore fly for Re- 
fuge, lay hold on the Hope ſet before you. 
Chriſt is the only Refuge for a poor une 
done Sinner to fly to: in his Name, and 
for his Sake, thou mayſt be accepted, and 
not only pardoned, but reſtored to Favour 
and Friendſhip : Not only be delivered 
from the Terrors of Hell, but be made an 
Heir of Eternal Life. O blelled are thoſe 
that have ſecured an Intereſt in the Eter- 
D 4 nal 
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nalGed ; for to thoſe he will be a Sun and 
Shield, he wiil give Grace and Glory: 
And though they may meet with many 
Troubles in this Life, many Ups and 
Downs 1:1 the World, yet if they bear it 
with Patience, 'Heaven will make amends, 
8nd will pay for all. 1am ſenſible, OI ord, 
that I itand in need of a great Almighty 
Power to keep me trom falling ; lct me be 
kept through Faith unto Salvation : Let 
me not be fruſtrated of that bleſſed Hope 
that thy Word reveals, whereof many 
ſhail be Partakers: O ler not me be ex- 
cluded, but permit me to be a Beholder 
of thoſe glorions Appearances that ſh3ll 
be revealed to a!l thoſe that love, ſerve 
and obey thee. If thou ſhouldſt ſay unto 
me. [1 know thee not, depart from me, thou 
hazt wrought Iniquity, and done fooliſhly, 
there tore ae part depart mto ever! iſt ly Frye : 
Though this Sentence would be ſevere, it 
would be but juſt, tor I have deſerved 2 
perpetual Baniſhment and Separation from 
ry comtortable Preſence. Bur, Lord, 
ſuffer me to plead with thee : Is there not 
a Reinge for poor diſtreſſed Sinners to fi 
to, even the Blood of Chriſt, whick cries 
louder ior Mercy than my Sins can cry for 
Vengeance ? In him alone I delire to be 
found ; for his ſake only I deſire Accep- 
rance. O Jet not my Name be blotted 
ont! 
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out of thy Book, but give me ſome com- 
fortable and ſure Evidence that ] am thine, 
that ſo | may run the Ways of thy Com- 
mands, and not tire and wax weary, but 
may, by a patient Continuance in \ell- 
doing, ſeek tor that Glory, Honour and 
Immortality, and that Etcrnal Life which 
thou haſt laid up for thoſe that perſevere 
in Holineſs, and go trom one Degree of 
Grace to another, till they come to appear 
before thee their God in Sion. Hold ont 
Faith, hold out Patience, it will not. be 
long, O my Soul, ere thou be at thy 
Journey's End , therefore do and ſuffer the 
Will of God patiently : It he ſce fit to de- 
prive thee of thoſe Comforts that thou 
haſt and dolt now injoy, be content; e're 
long it will not be a Pin to chooſe what 
part thou halt acted here upon the Stage of 
this World. You mult (ſhortly) appear be- 
jore the [Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, that yor: 
may receive according to the things done 
in the Body, whether it be good or bad. O 
what a dreadful and fearful Account havel 
to give; the Sins of my Youth and riper Age 
are {o many and fo great, that I am con- 
founded and amazed when I (though 
ſlightly) take a View of them. My O- 
miſſions, and my Commiſſions, my orig1- 
nal and my aftual Sins are ſuch, that I can« 
not bear the Scrutiny of my own Conſct- 
ence, 
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ence, how then ſhall I do when the Al- 

mighty contends with me? My Sins of 

Ignorance, and Sins againſt Knowledg, 

my preſumptuous Sins, my Abuſe of Mer- 

cies, my Incorrigibleneſs under Judg. 

ments, my Unthankfulneſs for former 

Mercies, and my Diſtruſt of the Goodneſs 

of God for the future; theſe may juſtly 
provoke God to depart from me, and ſay, 
he will have no more to do with ſuch a vile 
Wretch as I am, But bleſſed Father! ] 
humbly implore, that thou wilt not leave 
nor forſake the Work of thy own Hands: 
Thou canſt make me clean ; O when ſhall 
it once be ? Let my Sins be all done away, 
and let me (me poor Sinner) be made 
meet to partake of thy Kingdom and Glo- 
ry. O that my Saviour would fay, as 
Pai did of Philemon, What he oweth, put 
that ou mine Account, Lord, my Sins are 
ſo many and fo foul, that I cannot anſwer 
for one of a thouſand ; how then ſhall I 
appear before thy Tribunal, where 1 muſt 
give a ſtrict Account of all I have done in 
the Body, whether it be bad or good ? 
Lord, 1 cannot anſwer for my numberleſs 
Number of Sins: Since thou haſt (dear 
Redeemer) dicd for Sinners, let me not 
dic in my Sins. T hou haſt paid a ſufficient 
Price for the Sins of the whole World ; 
let not mine be laid to my Charge, nor 
rile 
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ziſc up againſt me in this World to ſhame 
me, nor 1n the other to condemn me. Re- 
mit my Debt, too vaſt fur me to pay, be- 
fore the laſt accounting Day. Let me 
have ſome well-grounded Hope, that the 
State of my Soul is in good Plight ; that 
however it goes with my Body and bodily 
Concerns, that I may be aſlured it will go 
well with me to all Eternity, and then [I 
may be inabled to bear the Inconveniences 
of my Pilgrimage-State. Lord, I hum» 
bly beg thou wouldſt take Care of me, 
and provide for me what thou in thy infi- 
nite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſeeſt fit for 
me, and let me be perfectly willing to be, 
do, and ſuffer what my God ſeeth good: 
hot my Will, but thine, O Lord, be done 
in all things; only I beg 1 may not be left 
to unſupportable Difficulties, Let me have 
thy Love to ſweeten all, and carry me pa- 
tiently through the remaining part of my 
Pays and Trials. Bewith me when I paſs 
through the Fire, and through the Water, 
for my Eyes are unto thee, O Lord my 
God ; in thee is my Truſt, leave not my 
Soul deſtitute. 
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FE will not come unto me that ye may have 
Life. O the Stupidity of poor, care- 


leſs and ſecure Sinners ! Whar, will younot * 


come to Chriſt, who alone can give you 
Lite, Natural Life, and Spiritual Life, 
and Life Eternal ? We ſpare no Pains nor 
Colt to ſave the Life of the Body ; but O 
what Fools, what ſenſleſs and fottiſh Crea- 
tures are we, not to provide for Eternal 
Life ! What is this momentary Life given 
us for, but to provide for our Departure 
hence, to labour to get an Intereſt in God 
and Clit ? Our Time was given us that 
ve mizht have an Opportunity of work- 
ing cut our Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling, and that we may make our Calling 
and Election ſure; that we may get ſome 
comfortable Hopes that we do belong to 
the Election of Grace. O pet your Title 
to Heaven clcared, that you are born a- 
Fain, that your Sins are pardoned, that 
your Perſon 15 juſtified, and that you are 
truly ſan&tificd and cleanſed from all (wil- 

tul) Filrhineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit: 

Don't indulge your ſelf in any known Sin, 
not in omitting any known Duty, nor in 
the 
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the Commiſſion of any known'Sin, The 
leaſt Sin, without Repentance, is damna» 
ble; but the greateſt Sin, upon true Re- 
pentance, is pardonable : for the Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from 
all Sins, even thoſe that are of a Crimſon 
Die ; If our Sins be as Scarlet, God can make 
them as white as Snow, if we do but truly 
repent of them, and forſake them. Let 
not that Complaint of the Prophet, Zof. 
5. 4. be verified in you, that you will not 
frame your Doings, to turn unto the Lord. 
What, will you not do what in you hes, 
to frame your Doing to pleaſe the Lord ? 
What, will you not avoid ſome petty Sins 
that do highly offend your good God, 
and may cauſe him to hide his Face trom 
you ? Thus ſaith the Lord, Seek ye me, and 
ye. ſhall 1:7e, But may not our Conſcience 
condemn us, and tell us, that that prect- 
ous Time that our good God hath given us 
toſeck him, and to be reconciled to him, 
and to make ovr Peace with him, even 
that Time hath been ſpent in Sin and ve- 
ry Vanity, in adding Iniquity to Iniquity. 
We are commanded to keep otr ſelzies mr 
the Love of God, looking for the Mercy of our 
Lord Tefus Chriſt unto Eternal Life. Its to 
no purpoſe to expect Mercy from Chriſt, 
or to hope tor Eternal Lite, if we do not 
what we can to keep our ſelves in the Love 
ot 
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of God. O then! let it be your Study 
Day and Night to approve your ſelves tg 
the Lord, chearfully obey his Commands, 


patiently ſubmit to Afﬀictions, thankfully 


receive Mercies, and make a holy Im- 
provement of them : look to your ſelves, 
that you loſe not thoſe things which ye 
have wrought, but that ye receive a full Re- 
ward. Allow not your ſelves in any Sin, 
though never ſo ſmall in your own Eyes, 
leſt God ſhould ſay, as unto the Church of 
Epheſus, Though thou baft made a Profeſſion 
of my Name, and bat made conſcience of 
ſome groſs Sins, nevertheleſs I bave ſomewha 
againſt thee, becauſe thou ba#t left thy firſt 
Love. Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, or elſe I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy Candleſtick out of his Place, except thou 
repent. If our Love to God and his Or- 
dinances be not as fervent as formerly; if 
our Hatred of Sin, or ſinful Courſes be 
leſſened 3 if our Care to pleaſe God, and 
our Fear to offend him, be lels than here- 
tofore, we have juſt Reaſon to fear that 
God will deprive us of our forfeited Go- 
ſpel, or harden our Hearts that we ſhall 
not profit by it; (which dreadful Judg- 
ment, O Lord, in Mer« y prevent.) If our 
outward Carriage before Men ſhould ſeem 
never fo well; nay, it we can approve 
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our ſelves to our own Conſciences in many 
reſpets, yet the All-ſearching God may 
truly fay, not only that he hath a few 
things againſt us, but many things againſt 
us; therefore it is our Wiſdom to ſearch 
and try our ſelves, and turn again to the 
Lord, from whom we have too deeply re- 
yolted. 


PAFER IV. 


OD hath been pleaſed to deprive me 

of my dear Husband ; ſo that my 
Care ought to be doubled in the Educati- 
on of my poor Children, when I muſt dif- 
charge his part, and my own Duty too : 
I know riot how ſoon God may call me out 
of this World, I have frequent Warnings 
of my Mortality by the Death of others, 
and my own often Ind:ſpolition. My Chit- 
dren are now young, and therefore what 
I ſay may not make due Impreſlions on 
them, by reaſon of their tender Age 
and when I come to die, I know not whe- 
ther I ſhall have Time, Opportunity, or 
my Senſes, then to ſpeak ro them of the 
things that belong to their everlaſting 
Peace: for ought I know, I then may be 
ſeized (as often 1 have been) with Can- 
vullion- 
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vulſion-fits, which may - ſoon carry my 
Soul out of this into an endleſs Life; fo 
that I may not have any leiſure to counſel, 
inſtru& or charge them to take care of 
their dear, precious and immortal Souls : 
therefore I ſhall leave my Charge and 
Commands in Writing, that they may of- 
ten take a View of them, as being the 
Commands of their dying Mother. Dear 
Children, I charge you, as you hope to 
meet me with Comfort at the Day of 
Judgment, that you avoid all Sins, as [.y- 
ing, Swearing, taking God's Holy Name 
in vain, (which I particularly mention as 
incident to your Age 3) I charge you make 
Conſcience of keeping the SabDath-Day 
holy : Do not think your own Thoughts, 
nor ſpeak your own Words, nor do your 
own Actions 3 remember it is God s Day, 
aad muſt be ſpent in his Service. Before 
you 20 to Church, blels God for the Mer- 
cics of the Night paſt, for giving you 
leave to ſce the Light of another Day, 
eſpecially another Sabbath-Day, wherein 
you may have an Opportunity of waiting 
upon God, and getting good to your poor 
Souls. When you are in the ſolemn Af- 
{emblics of God's People, let your Carri- 
age be grave, ſerious and awful, as re- 
m2mbring God ſecs you; and let your 
Minds be attentive to what the Miniſter 
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faith : Hear ſo that your Souls may live : Be 
wt forgetful Hearers, but be ye Doers of the 
IVord, and fo ſhall ye be bleſſed in all that 
you do. Do not ſpend any time in idle 
Recreation, or walking in the Fields upon 
the Lord's Day, for the Profanation of 
that Day is an Inlet to many other Sins. 
My dear Children, ſpend ſome time every 
Day in reading God's Word, and in Pray- 
er; you know not what a Bleſling it is to 
have the Bible, therefore do not {light it, 
but make a good Ule of it : Donot ſquan- 
der away your Time in reading Plays and 
Romances, and hlthy Books, which will 
corrupt your Fancies, and make you unfit 
for the Service of God. | ſay to you, as 
David to his Son, And thou Solomon, my 
Son, know thou the God of thy Fathers, and 
ſerve him with a perfe@F Heart, and with a 
willing Mind, for the Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, 
and underſtandeth all the Imagimations of the 
Thoughts : If thou ſeek him, be w:ll be found 
of thee; but if thou forſake him, he will caſt 
thee off for ever. Children, as ſoon as you 
are capable of knowing any thing, 1 would 
have you labour to know God, own him, 
love him, obey him, and ſerve him, and 
that with a willing Mind, knowing that 
he ſearcheth your Hearts ; you cannot de- 
ceive him, for he knows the Imagination 
of all your Thoughts better than you know 
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them your ſelves. If you ſeek him, he will 
be found of you: You may ſeck earthly 
Friends, and at laſt be diſappointed : you 
may ſeek Riches, and loſe your Labour : 
but if you do rightly ſeek God, he will be 
found of you, and then happy are you for 
ever. You ſce that if you forſake him, he 
will caſt you off for ever. O miſerable 
and wretched arc they that are caſt off by 
God; where ſhall they go for Comtort 
that have loſt his Friendſhip and Favour ? 
Children, if you loſe all you have in the 
World, it is nothing to the Loſs of God's 
Favour : If you loſe Father and Mother, 
yet if God will take you up, you are hap- 
py: If all Friends tail you, if God do not 
tail nor forſake you, nor caſt you off, ſtill 
yon may be happy : your true Felicity li- 
eth not in the things of this Lite, but in 
your Portion in the everlaſting God. 

My Children, if you honour God, he 
will honour you ; but if you deſpiſe him, 
he will lightly eſteem you: He will be 
with you while you are with him ; but if 
you forſake him, (wonder not if) he wil 
forſake you. Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to you, 

Children, hononr God by chuling hits word 
tor your Rule and Guide, by chuling him 
tor your alone Portion : preter him before 
4} the World; fo that it the Devil ſhould 
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come to you, as once to your bleſled Savi- 
our, and tell you of giving you great Mat- 
ters if you will but ſerve him, yet reſolve 
to ſerve and pleaſe God : Though he tee 
fit to afflict you, yet love him and cleave 
to him, trult in him, and rely upon him: 
Honour God, by keeping his Command- 
ments, by believing his Promiſes, by walk- 
ing in his Ways ; rather chooſe to die at a 
Stake for your Religion, than to deny God 
or his Cauſe. Hath God ſaid, he will be 
with you while you are with him? O then 
keep cloſe to God, beg him to keep you 
from falling, to preſerve you blameleſs 
and unreproveable unto his Heavenly 
Kingdom : Implore him to keep you by 
his mighty Power through Faith unto Sal- 
vation. Draw nigh to God in a way of 
Duty, and he will draw nigh to you in a 
way of Mercy. My dear Children, [I 
charge and command you to love God, 
and keep his Commandments ; his Com- 
mandments are not grievous, but his Laws 
are ail holy, juſt and good. Let it be your 
Aim and End, living and dying, to ap- 
prove your ſelves to God : Let his 'ord, 
dire& and guide, counſel and comfort you" 
in all Conditions and State of Life, whe- 
ther high or low, rich or poor, in Health 
or Sickneſs: whatever your Conditions be 
In the World, if you belong, to God, he 
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can and will order it for your Good ; 
therefore tet that be your frſt Care that 
you arc his: you are his by Creation, you 
are his by Redemption and Purchaſe ; 
therefore give up your ſelves intirely ta 
him, to be ruled, and guided, and diſ- 
poſed of as your Heavenly Father thinketh 
meet. Say, Lord, here we are, do with 
us as ſcemeth beſt to thy Godly Wiſdom : 
Do but love us, and delight in us, and own 
us, and approve us, and take us for thine 
own ; and then take what Method thou 
pleaſeſt to bring us to Glory. 

Dear Children, you were both dedi- 
cated to God in your Infancy, remember 
to renew and keep your Baptiſmal Cove- 
nant, wherein you did promiſe before 
God, Men, and Angels, to Renounce the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, and to 
be intirely the Lord's, and his only ; to 
keep his Laws, and Commandments, and 
Statutes, all the Days of your Life: Dare 
not to live in the Breach of any of them; 
IVatch and pray, that you enter not into 
Temptation. Take heed of taking God's 
Name in vain, of playing on the Lord's 
Day, of Lying, Swearing and Idlenefs, 
| repeat thele again, as being very com- 
mon, and little taken notice of in the 
World. My dear Children, remember 
this Counſel of your dear, deceaſed, Mo- 
ther, 
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ther, as one that bad a great Concern for 
your precious and immortal Souls. 
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*T Hen my Spirit is overwhelmed, 
lead me, O Lord, to the Rock 

that is higher than my ſelt! It I had no 
Supports now to fly to, more than this 
vain World affords, I were a miſerable 
Creature ; but God hath been plcaſed, in 
ſome meaſure, to bleſs me with the Know- 
ledg of himſelf, whom to know, to love, 
and to injoy, is Life Eternal. I cannot 
expreſs the Comfort that the Word of 
God doth yield me, even now in my Di- 
ſtreſs; ſo that I can ſay with the Pſalmilt, 
that thy Word ts better to me than thouſands 
of Gold and Silver. What though the Fig- 
tree ſhould not bloſſom, neither ſhould there be 
any Fruit im the Vine : If the Labour of the 
Olive ſhall fail, if the Fields fha!l yield no 
Meat ;, if the Flock ſhall be cut off from the 
Fold ;, if there be no Herd m the Nta'ls ;, if 
dear Relations and Friends die ; it Hut- 
band and Children are taken away ; yet 
if thou canſt rejoice in the Lord, and joy 411 
the God of thy Salvation ;, if thou canſt but 
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Portion, thy Refuge, and thy Dekverey, thou 
maylit be happy, whatever thy Condition 
be in this World. If thy good God will 
but ſay, as unto Iſract of old, in Iſa. 43. 
1. But now thus ſaith the Lord that created 
thee, and he that formed thee, Fear not, for 
I bave redeemed thee, | have called thee by thy 
Name, thou art mine. Lord, I know | am 
thine by Creation, it was thou alone that 
formed me ; I beg that I may be thine by 
Redemprion ; let me be cftectually called, 
O bleſſed Lord, allure me that I am thine ; 
and let me know that thou lovelt me, 
though thou afflicteſt me 3 that thou art 
not angry with me, though thou chaſtiſeſt 
me ſorely. There is much Bitternels, let 
there be no Wrath in this Cup: Give me 
ſome Hopes thou wilt be with me when [ 
paſs through the Water, and through the 
Fire. Lord, if thou wilt be but with me, 
I will fear no Evil : Lift thou up the Light 
of thy Countenance upon me, and thenit 
will put more Gladneſs into my Heart than 
if 1 were policiſed of all the good things 
In the World. Deal with me as thou 
uſeſt to do to thoſe that love thy Name, 
Lord, 1 hope I love thee ! Lord, I delire 
to love thee, and to be beloved by thy 
bleſſed Majeſty ; and then all the Afidti- 
ons that I meet with, will make no Breach 
between thy ſelf and my poor Soul. "Thou 
art 
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art pleaſed to afflict me very fore, but ] 
do not, 1 dare not, I will not tay unto 
thee, What dot thou 2 for twou gruest no Ac- 
count of thy Aatters.. It is my Duty to 
ſubmit, admire, not to quarrel at thy Pro- 
zidences; therefore with all humble Sub- 
miſſion, I acquieſce to thy Sovereign 
Will, ſaying, as my Bleſſed Saviour, No; 
my IW/ill, but thine, O Lord, be done. 


TAFSN V4 


Am willing to recount ſome of thoſe 
many Mercics God hath been pleaſed 

to beſtow upon me, to excite my Selt to 
Thankfulneſs, and to incourage me ſtill to 
truſt in, and wait upon that good God, 
who hath beſtowed ſo many Mercies upon 
me, the leaſt of which | am altogether un- 
worthy of. [ may ſay with David, While 
| live nll 1 praiſe the Lord: | mill ſang 
Praiſes to my God while I have any Bung ; 
to that God who hath beſtowed my Lite, 
Health, my Strength, my Memory, my 
Reaſon, my Underſtanding, and all the 
Bleſſings of this Lite upon me, and hath, 
throngh Grace, given me Hopes of dwel- 
ling with himſelt in Glory, when this mi- 
{crable Life ſhail be ended. O my Soul, 
* 4 pra jc 
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praiſe thou the Lord;, O give Thanks unto the 
Lord, for he 1s good, for bus Mercy enduveth 
for ever. Remember the Goodneſs of God 
to thee, from the very Womb to this very 
Day; nay, before thou hadſt a Being in 
this World, God was pleaſed to form thee, 
and write all thy Members in a Book ; or 
elſe what an imperfect Creature might | 
have been, if there had been an Eye, or 
an Ear, or any part wanting! O that[ 
could be truly thanktul for theſe Mercies !l 
deſire with Thankfulneſs to remember the 
Dealing of God to me in my Infancy and 
Childhood : How many Dangers and Ac- 
cidents have I been liable and expoſed to, 
and yet God hath been pleaſed to take 
Care of me, and preſcrved me from in- 
numerable Miſchiets that have compaſſed 
me about? I look upon it as no ſmall 
Bleſſing, that I was born of Chriſt:zan, Re- 
ligious, and Pious Parents, ſuch as did truly 
fear God, and did what in them lay to in- 
ſtruct their Poiterity in early Piety : they 
were thoſe that frequently addreſſed them- 
ſelves to the Throne of Grace, the Beneſhit 
of whoſe Prayers | hope to reap, both in 
Life and Death. I delire with Thankful- 
neſs to own the Goodneſs of God in taking 
Care of me, and providing for me when 
I was left motherleſs in my tender Age, 
when I was uricapable of minding my ſelf ; 
yet 
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yet then was God pleaſed toraiſe me up 
Friends that were careful, kind and ten- 


' der of me; ſome of which did inſtru 
| mein the beſt things, and were very ſoli- 


citous for the Good of my poor Soul, and 
did daily counſel, inſtru& and admoniſh 
me, to mind my Creator in the Days of 
my Youth, and to live continually as one 
that muſt one Day give an Account of all 
the Good or Evil done in the Body. And 
that you may ſee how the Goodneſs of 
God hath followed me all my Days, I will 
endeavour to recollet thoſe many com- 
fortable Places of Scripture which have 
been of moſt excellent Uſe to me, to 
comfort, ſupport and incourage me in ma- 
ny Difficulties and Troubles I have met 
with (ſome of which, 1 hope, will ever 
keep my Spirits from linking.) In my 
younger Years being ſeized on by a ſevere 
Fit of Illneſs, that comfortable Place was 
a Support to me, Heb. 13. 5. Be content 
with ſuch things as you bave, for be hath ſaid, 
I will never leave thee nor forſake thee, | 
was well ſatisfied with my preſent Condi- 
tion, (though paintul and ſick enough) ho- 
ping that God would not leave me nor 
orſake me. Some time after, being in 
great Fear and Danger of ſome approach- 
ing Evil, that incouraging Place was 
brought to my Mind, I/a. 41. 10. Feav 
thou 
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thou not, for I am with thee : be not diſmayed, 
for I am thy God - I will ſtrengthen thee, yea, 
I will belp thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right Hand of my Righteouſneſs. This 
Place vaniſhed all my Fears, and cauſed 
me to put my Truſt and Confidence in the 
Almighty God, who never faileth thoſe 
that rely on him. Afterwards, when ] 
came to part with Children, though this 
Afﬀiction was very heavy, God was pleaſed 
to mitigate it by the Conlideration, that 
there was a Name better than that of Sons 
and Daughters : and thongh God ſaw fit to 
deprive me of them, (for wiſe Reaſons [ 
doubt not) yet he was pleaſed to lilence 
me under his Hand, by the Conſiderations 
of Heb. 12.5, 6. My Son, deſpiſe not thou 
the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of bim ;, for whom the Lord loveth 
be chaſteneth, ani ſcourgeth every Son whom 
he receiveth, | have ſometimes thought, 
that if I were allured of the Love of my 
Heavenly Father, I could then bear any 
Afflition. Lord! I beg I may be truly 
humbled, that I have deſerved ſo many 
ſevere Scourges, and yet, Lord, I would 
be thankful that thou art pleaſed (though 
by the Rod) to bring me home to thy 
Bleſſed Self. 

When my dear Husband hath met with 


many Loſſes and Croſſes, I have been apt 
Ty 
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to be deſponding and caſt down ; but God 
hath mercifully-compoſed me by the Con- 
fderation of Matth, 6. 25, 26, &c. There 
I ſee that God clothes the Graſs, and 
feeds the Fowls, and hath bidden poor 
Creatures not to be anxious for theſe out- 
ward things, aſſuring us, that our Hea- 
venly Father knoweth we have need of 
theſe things, and that-he will graciouſly 
ſupply the Wants of thoſe that ſeek to 
him. Phil. 4.6. He hath bidden me to be 
careful for nothing, but in every thing by 
Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſgi- 
ving, to let my Requeſt be made known 
unto him : and God hath incouraged poor 
Souls to caſt their Care on him, letting 
them know he careth for them. What 
ſhould 1 go to for Comfort, if I had not 
the Word of the Eternal God to fly to ? 
It would be endleſs to reckon up the thou- 
ſand Parts of thoſe refreſhing, comtort- 
ing, and quickning Places that are to be 
had in the Word of God, to comfort 
poor diſconſolate Souls in all Conditions of 
Life: and it ought to be took notice of 
how God is pleaſed to ſute them to our 
preſent Conditions of Life. I was once 
lo perplexed with groundleſs Fears of 
Troubles, that I was for ſome time unfit 
for any thing ; but my good God was 
pleaſed to fix upon my Mind Pſal 23. r. 

The 
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The Loyd is my Shepherd, I ſhall not want. 
There was then no room left for any tor- 
menting Fears, but they all vaniſhed away 
at the Conſideration of the Happineſs of 
thoſe thar have ſo careful a Shepherd, It 
is my earneſt Requeſt that God will own 
meas one of his Flock, however he deal 
with me as to worldly Matters. 
| wasnota little comforted and refreſh- 
ed alſo by the laſt Verſe of that Pſalm, 
which ſaith, Surcly Goodneſs and Mercy 
ſhall follow me all the Days of my Life, and | 
will dwell in the Houſe of the Lord for ever, 
I am ſure Goodneſs and Mercy have fol- 
lowed me to this very Day, therefore [ 
will not diſtruſt the merciful Kindneſs of 
God to me to my Life's End, But if 1 
ſhould be ſtripp'd of earthly Bleſſings, | 
beg 1 may have the Liberty of God's Houſe 
here, and the Happineſs of dwelling with 
him for ever hereafter : If I ſhould with 
Lazarus be clothed with Rags, and fed 
with Crumbs, all my Days; if my Body 
ſhould be full of Sores, yet if God will 
own me, and approve me, and at Death 
receive me to lumſelf, I may with tolera- 
ble Patience bear the Inconveniencies of 
my Pilgrimage-ſtate, knowing that they 
will not laſt long. 

And that 1 may with the more Conh- 
dence caſt my poor fatherleſs Children up- 


O! 
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| on God, I will call to mind thoſe Places 


that did quiet me under the Loſs of my 
dear, and loving, and tender Father, 
which were theſe ; that God was pleaſed 
to promiſe to be a Father tothe Father- 
le; and that when Father and Mother 
forſake, then the Lord would take them 
rp. God hath bidden poor Creatures to 
caſt their Burden npou him, aſluring them, 
that he takes Care of them, and ſuſtains 
them. And the forementioned Place, [/a. 
41.10. is a ſufficient Cordial to keep any 
Soul from fainting and linking under any 
Diſtreſs whatſoever ; theretore I hope, 
and truſt, and believe, that the good God, 
who hath been fo bountiful, ſo mercifu], 
and ſo kind to me, to extend fo many Fa- 
yours to me, will alſo take pity of my fa- 
therleſs Babes. Mith him the Fatherl:/, 
find Mercy - Lord, I therefore commit 
them into thy Hands, as unto a faithful 
Creator and Redeemer, and beg that thon 
wouldſt here guide them with thy Counſfe!, 

and afterwards receive them to Glory. 
Sometimes when my Children have been 
taken very ill, ſo that there was no room 
for hope of Life, to outward Appearance, 
yet even then hath my good God ſupport- 
ed me by ſome comfortable Portion of his 
Holy Word. Once one of my Chiidien 
Ing given over, 1 was in great Ferplexi- 
t\ 
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ty of Mind; that Place came to my 


Thoughts, CG al on me 1n the aay of Trouble, 
and I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt ; Z!orify 
me. I was extremely revived at the ; Con- 
{ideration of that Place, for that was then 
a Time of Trouble to me : And then be- 
ing incouraged, that it | hy upon God 
he would deliver me, I did then, with 
firm Hopes and Confidence, rely upon my 
merciful God and Father, whom [I have 
found ready to help and deliver me out 
of many Diſtreſles. Bleſſed, and for e- 
yer bleſſed be his Name, who was pleaſed 
to hear the Cries and Groans of his poor, 
unworthy, undeſcrving,4ll-defervi: 5, and 
Hell-deſerving Creature, 

And ſecing God was pleaſed to deliver 
me from iny great Fears, my next Inquiry 
ſhould be, how I may glorify this good 
God: Lord, help me to make it the Care, 
and Buſineſs, and Study of my Life, how 
| may pleaſe thee, and honour thee, and 
ſerve thy Bleſſed Majeſty the remaining 
part of my Days. Amen. Amen. 
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Hat a Cordial to the Godly is the 

firſt of Peter, tlic firſt Chapter, 

the ſecond Verſe, and ſo on ? Where we 
fad that God intends Heaven for them, 
and is graciouſly pleaſed to reſerve and 
preſerve them forit ; it being a reviving 
Conſideration to me, ſometimes, to ſee 
how God deals with his poor Children, 
and what Steps he takes to bring them to 
Glory. 1 will, for the Benefit of my (too 
often) deſponding Soul, ruminate on this 
Place of Scripture, where I find theſe 
Words of Peter, an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who writes to the Strangers ſcattered through= 
&t Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Afi, 
and Bithyniaz Ele@ according to the Fore- 
tnowleds of God the Father, through Sangift- 
cation of the Sprrit unto Oledicnce, and ſprm- 
ting of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt Grace unto 
you and Peace be multiplied. In this Verſe I 
obſerve how the whole Trinity are im- 
ployed in the Salvation of Sinners : God 
the Father, he elects, he forz-knoweth 
whom he will bring to himſelt : then the 
Spirit ſanctifieth thoſe whom God hath 
elected, and makes them obedient to their 
Hea- 
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Heavenly Father ; and they are ſprinkled 
with the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, their Sins 
for his ſake are all done away; therefore 
the Apoſtle may well ſay, Grace unto you 
and Pearce be multiplied : tor who can want. 
Grace or Peace, whom God the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, are coatriving how to 
bring them to Glory ? 

We may well go on with the Apoſtle, 
bleſſing God for his uni{peakable Mercies, 
ſaying, BlejJed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which according ts his abun- 
dant Mercy bath begotten us again unto a live- 
ly Hope, by the ReſurrefFion of Jeſus Chriff 
from the Dead, to an Inheritance mcorrupti- 
ble and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for you , who are kept by 
the Power of God, through Faith, unto Sal- 
vation. 

O Bleſled, Blciled, Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Here 
in this Life we want Time and Hearts to 
bleſs the Lord for his abundant Mercy to- 
wards us. Etcrnity will be little enough 
to ſing forth the Praiſes of the King of 
Kings; for giving us a lively Hope, that 
one Day we ſhall be ſo happy to be admit- 
ted into the Heavenly Society, that are 
continually viewing the Face of the Lamb, 
and contemplating his Glory. This in- 
eſtimable Privilege is only procured and 
pur- 
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purchaſed by the Sufferings, Death, and 
Reſurreftion of our alone Saviour the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath provided an 
Inberitance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away. O the Emphaſis of 
theſe Words, an Inheritance! What, a 

or Mortal to be an Heir of Heaven | 
And this Inheritance is incorruptible, not 
ſubje> to Corruption, Alteration, or 
Change; and it is undefiled. The Things 
of this World are defiled with Sin, they 
are vile, contemptible and vain, (nay Va- 
nity it ſelf) but this Heavenly Inheritance 
weſee is incorruptible and undefiled. And 
tocompleat our Fruition, it fadeth not a- 
way, but continueth throughout all Suc- 
ceſſions of Ages : There is no Probability 
nor Poſſibility of Decay or End ; for the 
Immutable and Eternal God hath aſſured 
vs, that they fade not away, but are re- 
ſerved in Heaven, a ſecure Place, beyond 
the reach of Men or Devils: It isnotin 
the power of Friend or Foe to diſpolleſs 
the Children of God of this Heavenly In- 
heritance. When 1 conſider the Happi- 
neſs, the inconceivable Felicity of the 
vaints above, that are now Polleſlors of 
this Inheritance, that is incorruptible, un- 
Cefiled, and that will never fade away, I 


_ amapt to ſay with Auſtin's Mother, when 


he had heard a Diſcourſe of the Glory a- 
t bove. 
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ove, What dol here then * ? Soaml re- 
flecting, What do I here in this defiling 
World, linning againlt,and offending God, 
when many are got ſafe beyond the reach 
of Sin and Sorrow, and arc now Polleſlors 
of this Blelled Inheritance * 

\Ve are told it is reſerved, but for 
whom 2 For thuſe who are kept by the 

Power of Go a, tarot; 'b F aith, tto Salvation, 
Lord, it is thy Work trom firſt to laſt It; 
It 15 thou that prepare this Inheritance, 
and thon 2lone canlſt make thy People meet 
to be Pollellors of it. Let me find the 
comfortable Effects of thy Almighty Pow- 
er, which may cnable me, through laith, 
to attain Salvation; that at the cnd of my 
Iays | may receive the Salvation of my 
Door, Precious, and immortal Soul, tor 
his ſake, who I hope loved me, and 
waſhed me, and died tor me, and is now 
at thy right Hand, interccding tor poor 
penitent Sinners. 1.ct me have a ſhareot 
thole Benefits he hath purchaſed for his 
le& People. Do thou, O Bletfed Father, 
prepare Heaven for me, and make me 
mcet for it; and however thou dealell 
with me in this World, do not deny me 
Heaven at Jait; the Hopes of that alone 
doth friveeten my Pilyzrimaz;ze, and make 
ny Paiſage through this World tolerable: 
theretore | humbly beg that whatever! 
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miſs here, I may not be excluded from 


thy comfortuble Preſence, but may be of 


the Number of thoſe blciled Ones, tor 
whom thou haſt prepared an imcorruptible and 
undefiled Inheritance, which fadeth not away, 
but 1s reſerved in Heaven, for all thoſe that 
Infinite Grace qualifies for, and makes 
meet to be Partakers of. 


TATE VI. 


Hen thy Judgments, O Lord, art a 

broad im the Earth, the Inbalitants 
ſhould learn Rightrouſmeſs. What's the L et- 
jon that I and all Perſons ought to learn by 
the late dreadful Earthquake ? Hath it or 
a Voice ? Doth it not cry aloud, an tel! 
us, that our Sins have reached Heaven ? 
that God is angry and diſpleated with us 2 
and that, except we repent, we ſhall like- 
wile periſh ? We are as grievous Sinners 
3 any, theretore have juſt cauſe to think 
God hath a Controverſy with us in this 
Kingdom. Inancighbovring Nation God 
hath ſeen mect to lay his atflictins Hand 
In a tremendous manner ; he hath vilited 
them with a fore, amazing, and dreadtul 
Judgment, in permitting thouſands to be 
deſtroyed by a lamentable Earthquake and 
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Inundation of Water. And who, or what 
are we, that we ſhould expect to be ex- 
empted from the ſame or worſe Judg. 
ments? We, whoſe Sins have exceeded 
theirs, may rationally look to drink the 
Dregs of their Cup; for we in England 
have had more Means of Grace than they, 
but we have not improved them : we have 
had the Goſpel, but we have lighted it: 
we have had the Offers of Salvation, but 
we have rejeted them : we have had Sab- 
bath upon Sabbath, Sermon upon Sermon, 
and yet have not made a due Improve- 
ment of theſe precious Opportunities. So 
that it*s but juſt with God to deſtroy vs, 
and our Habitations, in which we have too 
too often diſhonoured our good God, and 
brought a Scandal on that Holy Profeſſion 
which we have made : We have the Name 
of Chriſtians, but too many amongſt us 
live like Devils Incarnate. How much 
Swearing, Lying, Stealing, Killing, and 
filthy Lewdneſs is to be found in this Land 
and Nation, and eſpecially in this City ? 
O the horrid Oaths and Imprecations that 
are every Minute uttered, 1s dreadful to 
conſider ! What little Conſcience is made 
of keeping the Sabbath, that is as a Day of 
Recreation to moſt ; and thoſe that ſpend 
it beſt, do too much think their own 


Thovghts, and ſpeak their own Words,and 
do 
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do their own AQtions ? So that every one 
muſt lay their Hand upon their Mouth, and 
cry, Guilty, Guilty. Have not we in this 
Nation cauſe to expect great and amazing, 
Judgments, when in our Land thoſe Sins 
are found, that a moral Heathen would 
bluſh to commit ? Our Sins, as well as the 
Ninivites, have reached to Heaven. O 
that our Repentance was as real, univerſal, 
and unfeigned as theirs; and then there 
might be ſtill ſome Hopes that God in 
Judgment would remember Mercy, and 
would not ſtir up all his Wrath, though 
weare an undeſerving, ill-deſerving, and 
Hell-deſerving People. Lord, we are in 
the dark, and know not what thou art a- 
doing with ns : Thou haſt lately let us ſee 
what thou canſt do in a Minute : thou haſt 
ſhaken the Earth, and it trembled ; and it 
was of thy infinite Mercy that we were not 
all deſtroyed, and ſent quick to the low- 
eſt Hell. Thou art God, and not Man, 
therefore is it that we are not conſumed. 
It's of the Lord's Mercy that we are yet 
ſpared. Help us, O Lord, to make a good 
Uſe of this Reprieve, for we are as Brands 
pluctd out of the Burning. What Jeopardy 
were we in when the Earth of late trem- 
bled under us, and our Houſes ſeemed to 
be tumbling about our Ears; our Hearts 
failing us, ne Place left to run to for Shel- 
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(cr: How dcjected and aſtoniſhed did 
Pcople look one upon another ! What 
Fears polles'd the Breaſts of many, all 
in expectation of forer Calamities than 
ct felt : but God hath hitherto ſparcd us ; 
we are yet inthe Land of the Living, on 
this 1de the Grave and everlaſting Burn- 
ings? God hath of late ſhook the Earth, 
O that we poor Mortals could get a Title 
to thoſe unſhaken Regions above, which 
are not olno+10us to thoſe Viciſſitudes and 
Changes that hcre in this lower World we 
arc liable to. We ought to make a good 
mw of the late Ea rthquake z It ſhould awa- 
EC CYCTY ONCE iN Particular to Ice in What 
Poſture of Readinels we are in to meet our 
God. \WVhat it hc ſhould repeat this ama- 
Zing __ \MEnt a:d not only threaten, but 


a*tual!y deſtroy us? It were but juſt with 
Cod to to 1] with 1 U5, as lately with 7a- 
2aicd, How infentible have we been of 


their Judgments and Colenitice ? how un- 
retorm'd are we, though we fee how God 
Ccals v itaothers of our Fellow -Creatures ? 
ce, In probability, arc as great Ollen- 

Sas they ; we ſpared, they conſumed ; 
C:Ou gives Us SPace to repent z O that he 
would not deny tlic Grace ot true Repen- 


tance! We may look upon thus late \V ar N- 
dl, w \C 16 44-15 Mel la a, th: it nithin a hit- 
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terly deſtroyed, Without diſpute our Sins 
have reached Heaven ; the Cry of them 15 
very great : and ſhould God deal with vs 
15 we have deſerved, we might long lince 
have been conſumed, our Bodies been jent 
tothe Grave, and our Souls to Hell, Bur 
we have a God whoſe Compali:ons fail nor, 
therefore 15 it that we are not utterly tor- 
faken. He is God, and not Man, where- 
fore it is that we are not Monuments of 
his Juſtice : But his Mercies arc ſtill ex- 
tended to us, a linful rebellious Nation, O 
that they may lead us to Repentance, and 
that the Eftects of his Goodneſs may be 
ſhewed in our thanktnll ives, tor this, and 
;ll other Mercies which the Bounty of his 
Providence {till vouchlateth us. 


FATE A. 


Eath ſeemeth to make its near Ap- 
proach tome; and lam of all Per- 

ſons molt inexcuſable, who have frequent 
Warnirr's of my Departure hence, it Ido 
not in lone meaſure bethink my ſelf, and 
conſider my latter Fnd. 1.ord, L have rea- 
ſon to conclude, that few Sands remain 
n my Glaſs to run: With what Aſtoniſh- 
ment, Anguiſh, and Trouble, may I re- 
Y + VICW 
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view my Litc paſt; not one Thought, 
Word or Action, but needs a Pardon: 
I bluſh to ſee how vile I have been; and if 
I cannot bear the Scrutiny of my own Con- 
ſ(cienc2, how ſhall I abide thy ſevere Tri- 
al, who hati kept an exact Account of all 
my Sins and Offences? A numberleſs Num- 
ber of Sins may be charged upon me, which 
I confeſs I have been guilty of. To whom 
ſhall I betake my ſelf for Relief and Mer- 
cy bnt to thee, O my gracious God? for 
that I have heard that the God of Iſrac] 
isa merciful God ; that he is flow to An- 
ger, and plenteous in Mercy ; that he doth 
abundantly pardon and forgive the Sins, 
Oftences, and Provocations of his poor 
Creatures; and therefore as | would not 
preſume, fo I dare nat deſpair. I ord, I 
tly from the Throne of thy Juſtice to the 
Throne of thy Mercy, and humbly im- 
plore Pity, Pardon and Compaſlion, tor 
thy Son's fake, Magnify thy Grace in 
paruoning me: though my Sins have a- 
bounded, let thy free Grace ſuperabonnd. 
Blot out all my Sins out of the Book of thy 
Remembrance, and let my Name be writ- 
ten in the Book of Life : Let me be meet 
tor the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
when this carthly Cottage ſhall crumble to 
Duſt. Lect me be admitted to that Build- 
32g, an Houſe not made with Hands, eter- 

nal 
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nal in the Heavens, Let not me, though 
unworthy, be excluded from thy Preſence. 
Look on me in and through thy well-be- 
loved Son, in whom only thou art well 
pleaſed, and for his ſake be reconciled to 
mea vile Wretch : By his Stripes let me 
be healed. I have nothing to plead for my 
ſelf, only the SatisfaQtion of my Bleſſed 
Saviour, on whom alone l rely for Pardon 
and Life. Give me ſome undeniable Evi- 
dence that I do belong to the Election of 
Grace; and that within a little while 1 
ſhall be releaſed fron this Body of Sin and 
Death, and ſhall be made perfectly bleſſed 
ina full Injoyment of thee to all Eternity. 
Let me have ſome comfortable Hopes and 
Foretaſte of a bleſſed Immortality, to 
ſweeten my Paſlage through and out of 
this World. 1 am haſtning and poſting 
apace into an endleſs Eternity ; O that [ 
were ready for my Appearance at thy Bar. 
Ah Lord! if my Judg be not my Advo- 
cate, with what Dread and Aſtoniſhment 
mult I needs think of thy Tribunal, where 
[| mult appear before a Heart-ſearching, 
and a Sin-revenging God! There 1s not 
one Sin in my whole Life but is ſeen to 
thine all-ſeeing Eye, and is all naked and 
open to thee. Lord, I would humbly beg 
that my Sins, though many and great, 
ray all be pardoned and forgiven. Many 

horrid 
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horrid Sinners have been received to Mer- 
cy; and though ny Sins are of 2 Crimſon 
and Scarlet Dyc, yet the Blood of an 
All-ſuflicient Saviour can waſh them 
white: He 1s able (and willing) to ſave 
all thoſe that come to God through him, 
and he ever lives to make Intercellion for 
them. Help me, by Faith, to lay hold 
on this Redeemer, who came. into the 
World on this very Errand, to fave poor 
Sinners, and reconcile them to God, If 
ſo, I dare not, 1 wiil not deſpair : yet, 
Lord, | bez I may not preſume. Help 
me humbly to caſt my felt proſtrate at 
thy Feet, and implore thy Heavenly Be- 
nediction. Bleſs me (even me) in turn- 
ing me away from all my Sins ; Jet them 
never ſeparate between thee and my poor 
Soul : 1 et them all be remitted, and then 
it will be as if they had never been com- 
mitte:l. In my laſt and foreſt Agonies 
Ict me ſec thou art reconciled to me. Be 
with me till I dic; and when 1 dic, and 
when this World can yield me no Help, 
Comfort, or Support, let me find it all in 
thee. 1 know thy Preſence can ſweeter all 
the Trouhles of this Life, and Death it 
ſelf : Then let me not be diſmayed at that 
laſt and great Fnemy. When I paſs tho- 
row the Valley and Shadow of Death, 1 
will fear no Evil, tor thou wilt be with me. 

() 


4 & 


ets 
me 


(75) 


OLord, I bcg thou wouldit not (then) be 
a Terror to me: Thou art my Hope in 
the Day of Evil : Help me then to hold up 
my Head with Comfort, hoping my Re- 
demption draweth nigh. Let not this 
World have ſuch poſſeſſion of my Heart 
and Aﬀections, as to make meunwilling 
todillodg and go hence when thou callel 

me off the Stage of this Life. Let the 
laſt Scenc of my Life be the beſt part of 
my Days. Let me honour thee by doing 
thy Will, and ſobmitting to whatever 
thou my God ſhalt think fit to lay on me, 
Help me to bear patiently thy afflicting 
Hand, either Sickneſs, or worldly Croſles, 
or Death it ſelf. Let me not dare to mur- 
mur, grumble or complain when Death 
looks me in the Face: Let me not be too 
much daunted, ſtartled, and affrighted at 
its Approach. Thouſands, and ten thou- 
lands have gone through that dark Paſlage, 
and ſhot that Gulph, and there is no eſcape 
for any of the Children of Adam : they 
that have deſerved Death Eternal, have 
no cauſe to grumble at Death Temporal, 
eſpecially if it be unſtung ; nay, then 
there's Cauſe of "Triumph, for it 1s an 
Entrance into Life, and Meſſenger to Glo- 
ry ; theretore | hope, and firmly believe 
and truſt,.that that God who hath con- 
ducted fo many fate throvgh thoſe dark 
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Regions, will not leave my poor Soul in 
its laſt Conflicts. 


CATE © 


Senſibly find my outward Man periſh 

and decay, but how comfortable would 
it be to me, if I could as eaſily perceive 
the inward Man to be renewed day by day? 
This Earthly Tabernacle is tottering, and 
ere long, will tnmble down ; but in what 
plight is the poor Soul that now inhabiteth 
this ruinated Cottage ! What Provilion 
hath it made againſt that Day when it 
muſt be turned out ? hath it got an Intereſt 
in, and a Title to an enduring Subſtance ; 
a Houſe above, cternal in the Heavens ! 
This Life of mine is but a Vapour, it ap- 
peareth but for a little while, and then 
vaniſhcth away. Lord, teach me to num- 
ber my Days, that I may know how fraill 
am. This outward Man 1s daily cons 
ſuming, waſting, periſhing and decay- 
ing, and ſhall I be careleſs, negligent, rt- 
miſs and unconcerned about my future 
State, how it will go with me hereafter in 
the other World ? Though my bodily 
Strength abate, yet let the inward Man 
le renewed every Day, and wax Conga 
an 
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and ſtronger: When the Comforts of this 
Life are, as Job ſaith of the White of an 
Egg, unſavory, have no Reliſh, and are 
no Satisfativn to me, let me have Com- 
forts and Cordials that this World know- 
eth not of, even the Light of thy Counte- 
nance, and that will put Gladnels into my 
Heart, more than all the Treaſures and 
Pleaſures of this vain World. Whatever 
thou denieſt me, deny me not thy ſelf to 
be my God and Portion ; and let me have 
an Intereſt in thy Son, my only Saviour 


| and Redeemer: and do thou gracioully 


give thy Holy Spirit to direct, guide, 
quicken, counſel and comfort me the re- 
maining part of my ſojourning here. How 
few Days may put a Period to my Life, I 
know not : Inall probability it will not be 
long before I leave the Stage of this 
World, and be ſummoned before the Bar 
of God, to givea ſtrit and impartial Ac- 
count of my paſt Life. O it is an awful 
thing to die and come to Judgment ! 1 
beg, O Lord, I beg that I may be made 
meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light. Sandtify me wholly ; let my whole 
$pirit, Soul and Body, be preſerved blame- 
leſs unto the Coming of my Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. O be thou pleaſed to preſerve 
me unto thy Heavenly Kingdom. Many 
Fears, and much Ground for Fears have I, 
that 
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that I ſhall never enter into Reſt : But 
blelſed Lord, do not exclude me from thy 
comfortable Preſence hereafter : Do thor 
make me fit to be a Member of thoſe 
blelled Inhabitants of the New Jeruſalem. 


Though 1 am altogether unworthy, yet if 


thou, O Lord, pleaſe to account me wor- 
thy, | may then be {o happy as to ſtand 
before the Son of Man with Courage and 
Comfort. Keep thou me by thy Almighty 
Power, through Faith, unto Salvation. 
[.ct me be preſerved from fainting, link- 
ing, and deſponding in my laſt Conflicts 
and Apgonies. Let me ſee thee who art 
inviſible, and with an Eye of Faith look 
within the Vail, whence I look for the $a- 
viour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to change 
this vile Body (of mine) that it may be 
faſhioned like to his glorious Body, Let 
this Saviour be my Saviour and Redeemer, 
eventhe Lord Jeius Chrilt : and let me be 
aſſured that he 1s mine, and I am indced 
his; and that this vile, contemptible, 
vretched Body ſhall be changed, and made 
like to his glorious and bleſſed Body. This 
is ſuch an Honour and Privilege, that | 
have hardly a Face to ask: But I finda 
\Warrant in thy Word, to look, long, 
expect, pant, and wait for 1o happy 2 
Day and Time, as to be in a linleſs State 
11d Condition, where we ſhall ſee our Sa- 
Viour, 
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viour, and be like him; where earthly 
Troublcs and Sorrows ſhall vaniſh and de- 
cay; where the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil, ſhall have no Power to tempr, 
moleſt or diſturb thoſe that thou, O Lord 
God Almighty, ſhalt admit into thy Hea- 
veniy Kingdom and Glory. O bleſled 
Souls that are here owned by thee, ap- 
proved by thee, and ſhall at laſt be re- 
ceived by thee into thoſe Eternal Manſi- 
ons above. Lord, I humbly put in for a 
Share in theſe ineſtimable Mercies and 
Privileges: Earthly things cannot content 
me, without ſome Hopes, ſome Proſpect, 
ſome Glimpſe ot thy Love and Favour: It 
thou afford me this, I may then bear the 
Inconveniencies, the Hardſhips, and ill 
Uſage | meet with here in this howling De- 
ſart. Let not my Unworthineſs be a Bar 
and Hindrance to hinder good things trom 
me. Look not on me as in my felt, a vile, 
polluted, wretched, undone Creature z bur 
behold me in and through thy well-beloved 
Son, and for his ſake alone be gracious and 
merciful to me. I have been guilty of 
black and horrid Sins, and Millions of Sins 
have I been committing, daily, without 
Senſe, Sorrow or Remorſe, O may ſuch 
a Sinner as | hn Mercy ! Lord, I ſome- 
times doubt and deſpair, and conclude 
there is no Hopes for mc; I fear Heaven. 
Gate 
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Gate is ſhut againſt me; and though I cry 
and knock, it may all be in vain. Lord, 
I cannot bear ſuch a Thought as to think I 
am rejected, forſaken, and caſt off by 
thee. I en cry out with the Jailor, What 
ſhall I do to be ſaved ? What ſhall I do to ob- 
tain Eternal Life ? I find many comforta- 
ble Promiſes in thy Word to repenting and 
returning Sinners, that thoſe that come to 
thee thou wilt in no wile caſt out; and 
that the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son 
cleanſeth from all Sins. Lord, I deſire to 
come to thee, and come in a right manner, 
and humbly beg thou wilt not caſt me our, 
nor caſt me off, as one whom thou no more 
canſt love. Let me have the Benefit of 
that hcaling, cleanſing, Peace-ſpeaking 
Blood of the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the Sins of the World, I findin 
thy Word a black Catalogue of Sins, and 
Sinners too, who have been guilty of groſs 
Offences, whoſe Crimes would certainly 
exclude them Heaven, unleſs thy unli- 
mited Mercy and Compaſſion had inclined 
thee to look with Pity on them. When 
the Apoſtle had mentioned thoſe foul and 
horrid Sins that ſhould deprive poor Souls 
of the Joys of Heaven, he immediately, 
tor the Benefit of After-Apges, and the 
Comfort of deſponding Souls, adds, But 
ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, 

but 
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but ye are ſandified, but ye are juſtified in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of 
oy God, Lord, thou alone knowelſt what 
numberleſs Numbers of Sins I am guilty 
of, and for which e're long 1 ſhall be ſum- 


| moned to give a [trict and ſevere Account. 


Lord, [ have nothing to plead for my ſelf 
why | ſhould not be condemned, but 1 
humbly caſt my felt at the Throne of thy 
Grace, and implore Mercy ; Mercy, Lord, 
Mercy I need, without this I cannot hve 
comfortably, nor die ſafely. O let me 
(even me) be waſhed, let me be ſanCtified, 
let me be juſtified; in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus let me bea Partaker of the Benefits of 
his Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and In- 
terceſſion ; and let me be aſſured I am one 
of thoſe that ſhall live and reign with him, 
World without end. In my foreſt Di- 
ſtreſſes, and laſt Agonies and Conflicts, 
let me ſee thee, a God in Covenant, and 
reconciled to me : Let not my Evidences 
for Heaven be then to get. When I come 
todie, let mc have nothing to do but to 
die, and ſurrender up my Soul into the 
Hands of that God who gave it me. Let 
not the Foreſight or Proſpe&t of Death be 
ſo terrifying as to overwhelm me, and 
cauſe me to fall from thee. Be with me 
when I paſs through the dark and diſmal 
Paſſage of Death : When Fleſh, Keart, and 
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all Creature-Comforts fail and forſake me, 


O Bleſſed Lord, be thou the Strength of 
my Heart, and my Portion for ever-more. 


FATER Ak 


OR K while it vs Day, the Night is 

coming in which none can work, Now 
is the Day of God's Patience and Forbea- 
rance; this is the only time that God hath 
allotted for Work and Service: He that 
doth the Work for which he came into the 
World faithfully and caretully, ſhall in 
the Evening of the Day reccive a bounti- 
tul Reward ; but at he neglects his Oppor- 
tunity, and ſquanders away his Time in 
Idlencts and Sloth, the Night will ſurpriſe 
him, and then it will be too late to begin 
that Work which betore he would not be 
perſwaded to ſet about. 'Ihis Counſel is 
{ſerious and grave, every one hath Work 
todo; (O that all would be convinced of 
this great Truth!) we have Souls to ſave, 
Heaven to ſecure, an Intereſt in Chriſt to 
get, and yet we are ſtupid and negligent, 
as if this were a Matter of no great mo- 
ment. O my God, give me Wiſdom that 
I may ſee the Neceſſity of looking after my 
Soul, that it may go well with that, how- 
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ever it fare with the Body and woridl, 
Concerns, Now 1s as Day, now 1s the 


Time to provide for 2 happy Eternity : to 
Day it you will hear its 'V OICC 3 to Morrow 
may be too late, theretore now fet about 


z - ' 


my Work in food carneit; fcz how 1t 
Land ds with thy pPIAr SO ul, Is God a 14 thy 
conl! riends ? or are tacy [till at 1 ditt: ince ? 
Is God dearcr to thee than ail the World ? 
Dolt thou think thy felt happier in being a 
Child of Gad, an Heir ot Heaven, than 
it thou wert polieſie: | of all the things ot 
this lower World ? Dolt thou not prize 
and value God as thy Chict Friend, and 
rather have his Favour and Fricndihip, 
than to have the greateit Monarchs on thy 
lide * Dolt thon humbly retolve to be rhe 
Lord's, and his only; and that tliy Time, 
thy Heart and Strength, thy Memory, 
Underſtanding, fha'l be 2ll exercitod in 
thy Maker's Service * Study his Wind and 
Will, and then readily comnly with hi 
Commands : tear his Threatnins, believe 
his Promiſes, obey his Pre: ents, and : 
folve with Job, that thon:' he ft], 


yet thou wilt trult in him. Relutve to 
tollow God throng h all Ditticultics; beg 

him to own thee tor _ Lo avoull the: 
to be one of his peculiar Peopic. Secure 
a Title to Heaven : this \\ 1a 485 Pailing, 
away apace; the Day 1+ | 4:7, 2nd 
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the Night approaching, in which I cannot 
work. I am ſenſible of the Greatneſs of 
my Work, and know not how ſhort my 
Time may be; it may be ſhorter than or 
the World imagine. My Work 15 fo great 
and difficult, that in my own Strength | 
can do nothing, Lord Jeſus, I implore 
thy Aid and Aſſiſtance; for thy Merit 
ſake let my Sins all be done away; let me 
be ſanctified, juſtihed, pardoned, and be 
made meet to be received into thoſe bleſſed 
Manſions that are prepared for thy Re- 
deemed Ones, Let me have thoſe Qualifi- 
cations that are requiſite in all thoſe whom 
thou admitteſt to live and reign with thee 
for ever, that Holineſs of Life, that Puri- 
ty of Heart, that Sincerity, that Heaven- 
ly-mindednefs, that Weanednefs from this 
World and worldly Injoyments, which is 
required in all thoſe that love and fear 
thee. I.ct me have thoſe Divine Qualities 
that may render mc amiable in the Eyes of 
my Judg. O bleſſed Jeſus, let thy Righ- 
teouſneſs be imputed unto me, and my 
Sins waſhed away with thy precious Blood, 
Deny me not an Intereſt in thy meritorious 
Death and Sufferings. I cannot be kappy 
here nor hereafter, without ſome com- 
fortable Hopes that. I do belong to the Ele- 
tion of Grace. Lori, it it be thy Will, 
let me know aſluredly that I am one ot 
them 
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them for whom Chriſt died ; ſeeing he di- 
ed for Sinners, let me never die in my Sins. 

And as I truſt Chriſt died for me, fo 
let thy Holy Spirit live and reign in me. 
Let me be guided, directed, counſelled, 
comforted, ſtrengthned, and ſupported, 
the remaining part of my Days, that whe- 
ther they be tew or many, they may be ſo 
ſpent, that when I come to lie upon a lick 
and Death-bed, I may lift up my Head 
with Joy unſpeakable, hoping my Re- 
demption draws nigh. In my laſt Ago- 
nies be not thou far from me; thon art 
now (and I am fure wilt be then) my only 
Hope, therefore be not a Terror unto me. 
Let me then find that the Eternal God is 
my Refuge, and that underneath are his 
everlaſting Arms. I do cxpett to have my 
Fleſh and my Heart (within a little while) 
to fail me ; but Lo1d, be thou the Strength 
of my Heart and my Portion for ever, 
Lord, I hope I have _ chofen thee (long 
ago) for my Portion, and am reſolved by 
thy Grace enabling, me, to ſtick to my 
Choice; therefore bc thou pleaicd to be 
with me in my foreſt Conflict, at the Hour 
of Death, and in the Day of Judgment. 
Let me not then bc left by thee, or for- 
ſaken and reje&ed by thee the Great Judg 
of all the World, whoſe irreverſable 
dreadful Sentence will e'r long be palſsd 
G 3 upon 


apon ail thoſe that forget and neglect 


thee ; in which Number I beg I may not be 
to [ 


Seeing Time is polting, away, and Eter- 
nity appoaching, and none Knows how 
ſoon Dcath may arreſt them, It is highly 
necetiury to be often conlidering what will 
do us met good, and ſtand us molt in 
(tend at a dying Hour, when this World 

| is Iroyments will (as Job faith 
Ci tie Elatc of an Fog) bawve no Reliſh 

t':1m. \Whcn we come to the 

Erin% of Cternity, all our carthly Com- 
torts will vranth and difippcar, our Friends 
(Ct and wucarclt Relations vv 1H] bid 

1041, Qi Cannot help us, nor hinder 
Lenth one Moment : Our Riches, though 
VE 1.1! g21,ed never {o much, cannot caſe 
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to ſerve here, and injoy hereafter in thy 
Heavenly Kingdom, where are an innu- 
merable Company of Angels, and the ge- 
neral Allembly and Church of the Firlt- 
born, which are written in Heaven ; where 
isGod the Judg of all, and the Spirits of 
juſt Men made perfect, and Jeſs the Me- 
diator of the New Covenant, and the 
Blood of Sprinkling that fpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel. Who can think 
of theſe glorious Inhabitants, and net 
long, to be with them? O happy and 
bleſſed Souls are they that are tate poi 
home, and arc now with God and his An- 
gels; and this Allembly and Church of the 
Firit-born, whole Names were written in 
Heaven. Who would not delire to be 
with the Spirits of the juſt Men, who arc 
made perfect? O the Goodneſs of God to 
make Men pertect, and then reccive them 
to himſclt, becauſe they are ſo! O what 
Thanks ſhould be afcribed to our dear 
Lord Jeſus, the Mediator of the New Co- 
venant, for purchaling at ſo dear a rate 
ſuch ineſtimable Privileges and Bleſlings 
for ſuch vile Worms as Men ! This Blood 
of Sprinkling cries louder for Mercy than 
the Blood of Abel did tor Vengeance. 
Theſe holy Ones have waſhed their Robes, 
and made them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb. The Lamb's Blood can waſh the 
G 4 toulcit 
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fouleſt Sinner white; therefore are they 
brought before the Throne of God, and 
ſerve him Day and Night in his Temple; 
and he that fitteth on the Throne ſhall 
dwell among them : they ſhall hunger no 
more, neither thirſt any more, neither 
ſhall the Sun light on them, nor the Heat ; 
for the Lamb which is in the midlt of the 
Throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead 
them unto living Fountains of Water : 
and God ſhall wipe away all Tears from 
their Eyes. 

O what bleſſed Imployment are the 
Eaints ingaged in, in ſerving God Day 
and Night in his Temple, where the ever- 
laſting JEHOV AH, that litteth on the 
Throne, ſhall eternally dwell among them : 
The Bliſs of theſe Heavenly Inhabitants is 
inconceivable, Well may the Apoſtle 
ſay, Eye hath not ſeen, ror Ear beard, what 
Gad hath laid up for them that love him, It 
15 exceedingly above what we can think, 
or imagine, or conceive: Who can tell 
what it 1s continually to injoy the com- 
fortable Preſence of the great God and 
the Lamb? When God's People have had 
but ſome Glimpſe of his Favour and Friend- 
ſhip, and ſome Hopes of dwelling with 
him, they have impatiently longed for a 
Diſſolution : They count this World as a 
Priſon 1n which they are ſeparated from 

their 
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their God, their Chriſt, and the Holy An- 
gels, which will be their everlaſting Com- 
panions. 

Thoſe that God will admit into his ever- 
laſting Glory, he hath told vs, they ſhall 
be exempred for all hurtful Evils ; ; never 
ſhall they hunger more, nor thirit any 
more. Lord, too too many TI houghts do 
| ſpend about theſe outward Supplies of 
Meat, and Drink, and Raiment. O when, 
when wilt thou bring me to Heaven, 
where theſe things will be of no Uſe nor 
Value to me ? Happy, and only happy are 
they whom the Lamb, which 1s in the 
midſt of the Throne, will teed, and lead 
to the Fountain of Living Water, from 
whoſe Eyes all '! cars ſhall be wip'd ;, they 
ſhall know no more what Death mcaneth. 
In Heaven there is no Sorr2w, nor Cry- 
ing ; nor ſhall there be ay more Pain, 
for all old things ſhall be -.5ne away : the 
former things are palled away, paſt and 
gone; nothing remains nt Joy and Glad- 
neſs, and prailing of ou: Great Creator, 
ſounding out continual Halleluja's to the 
King of Kings. Lord, is it my Duty to be 
fitting and preparing my felt for this 
bleſſed State, and for my Approach before 
thy awful Tribunal ? and dare I ſtill neg- 
lect it? Help me to remember that I muſt 
work while it is Day ; the Night of Sick- 
neſs, 
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neſs, Sorrow, 'and Death are approach- 
ing, and then l cat mot work. Lord Jeſus, 
make me meet, make me fit tor thy bleſſed 
ielt, that when I come to leave this baſe 
\Vorld, I may be admitted to the Heaven- 
ly Socicty of Saints and Angels, Cheru- 
bims and Seraphims, «. here are ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand, ſaying, with a 
loud Voice, I/ortby is the Lamb that was 
{lun, torccave Power, and Riches, anc iſ 
dom, and SIC to, aud FIOnour, and Oiry, 
and Blcjhns. Every Creature in Heaven 
and Earth ſhall then ſay, Ble/ſing, Honour, 
and Gly, and Power be unto bin that /tteth 
um the Throne, and unto the Lamb, for 
eur and over. - Amen and Amen. 
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\m frequently aſſaulted with this fore 
Fempration, that I ſhall never perſe- 
vere and holc 4 out to the end, bur ſhall tire 
414 faint, and grow weary, lo that every 
I rial thall maſter and overcome me ; fo 
that I ſometimes fear there is no Hopes for 
me of entring into Relt : I tear I ſhall fail 
iort, of eternal Lite, which 1s a cutting 
(:1ntideration to me, and ſometimes ſinks 
MNn2 into. the Depth of Miſery. But that [ 
may 
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| may not w holly deſpond, I wall here re- 


cite fome Places of Scripture which cor;- 
iſt of Precepts and Promiſes; and which, 
| hope, may be of uſe to me, and may 
make ie [tir up my ſclt to do what In mc 
lieth to lay hy i4 on the Flop ſet before mm: 
and may cauſe me to look to thee, O bleſſed 
father, for Grace and Strength to hold 
out to the End ot my Days. Let me not 
gYrow Wcary in Well- doing, for in due 
time | ſhall reap it 1 faint nor. 

In Rev. 2. 10, Its laid, Fear none of thoſe 
things which thou ſhalt ſuffer : Behold, the 

Devil [b; all caſt ſome of yout 1to Priſe n, that 
Ve may be tried, and ye (bh: ill have Tribul. fo 
ton ten Days, Be thou faithful unto Death, 
and I will prve thre a Crown of Life. 

Doth God lay, Fear none of thoſe trings 
which ye {hall ſuffer 2 and yet ſhall I be 
overwhelmed, and dejected, and diſtract 
cd, for tear of Troubles and Calamities 
Here 15 mentioned the worlt of Enemics, 
the Devil; he ſhall atili&t ome, m— 
them into Priſon ; bur at this we ought n« ne 
to be terrified, for ſometimes God Joth 
It totry his poor People, and he doth per- 
mit them to bc. in Tribulation : but God 
Imits the time, it is expreſled here tex 
Days, that is a certain tor an uncertain 
time; it implies but a ſhort time : were it 
at our Advycrſary s, the Devil s Diſpoſal, 
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we might be a3 many Years as here are men. 
tioned Days, yea all our Life-time in con- 
tinual Sorrow ; but we are in the Hands of 
a merciful God : : and though he ſee meet 
ſometimes to ſcourge and try us, yet he 
will not ler us be tempted beyond what he 
will enable us to bear ; and for our Incou- 
ragemeat he hath ſaid, If we be faithful to 
Death, he will graciouſly reward us. He 
that faith, Be thou faithful, make me 
taithful, and then I nced not doubt but he 
will give me this Crown of Life : It 1s nor, 

nor cannot be merited by us; it 1s the free 
Gift of God. Here are ſeveral Promiſes 
he hath gracionlly made to thoſe that hold 
out to the end; as in ver. 7. To bm 
that overcometh will |. grve to eat of the Tree 
of Life which is 1n the midit of the Paradiſe 
of Gol. 

\Vho would not ſtrive to overcome, 
that at laſt he may bz admitted into the 
Paralife of God, where he ſhall eat of the 
Tree of Life, and then ſhall hunger and 
thirſt no more, but ſhall be happy in the 
Injoyinent of God and the Lamb, to all 
Eternity ? 

Ver. 11. He that overcometh, ſhall not be 
Burt of the Second Death. What a com- 
fortable Promiſe 1s this ! The Firſt Death 
15 nothing in compariſon of the Second : 
Whar's Death Temporal, if compared ta 
Death 
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Death Eternal ? When we die, we are de- 
prived of earthly Friends, and earthly 
Comforts ; but if the Second Death hath 
Dominion over us, then there 1s an eter- 
nal Baniſhment from the comfortable Pre- 
ſence of God, and an eternal Separation 
between God and the poor Soul, (which is 
Hell it ſelf.) O Lord, give me Grace that 
| may ſo fight, ſtrive, run and conquer, 
and at laſt overcome, that I may not bs 
hurt of the Second Death. 

Ver. 17. To him that overcometh will [ 
give to cat of the Iidden Manna, and will 
give bim 4a white Stone, and in the Stone a new 
Name written, which no Man knoweth, (4- 
ving be that receiveth it. This 1s an un- 
ſpeakable Privilege indeed, to have the 
Bread of Life : This hidden Manna, it is 
hidden from the World, and given only 
tothoſe who through Faith and Paticnce 
lay hold on eternal | ife. How happy are 
thoſe that have the White Stone oft Ah- 
ſolution, and have in it a new Name writ- 
ten? Once indeed they were Children of 
Darkneſs, Children of this World ; but 
now, through Grace, they are made Chil- 
dren of Light, they have the Image of 
God impreſsd upon their Souls; and 
though the World know it nor, yet the 
Perſons that receive this ineſtimable Pri- 
vilege, find (at leaſt ſometimes) a Ckange 
1:3 
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in their Heart, and can rejoice in their fu. 
ture Hopes, that however it goes with 
them here, yet they can be contented, 
knowing it will not be long e're they be 
pait the Inconveniencies of their preſent 
Pilgrimage, and ſhall then be admitted 
into the Heavenly Canaan, where all 
Troubles, and Sorrows, and Calamities, 
ſhall be done away, and they ſhall injoy 
God World without End. Amen. 

Chap. 3. V. 5- He tiat overcometh, the 
ſame ſhall be clothed in white Ratment, and | 
will not blot out hs Name out of the Book sf 
Life, but I will confeſs bis Name before my 
Father,and before his Angels, How many Mo- 
tives are here to Perieverance ? ut now 
a Promiſe of hidden Manna to cat, now of 
white Raiment to clothe the Perſon that 
overcomes. This wlite Raiment 1s the 
Righteouſneſs of Jelus Chriſt, in which 
moor Sinners muſt be clothed : If they 
ſhould have nothing but their own Righte- 
oulne(s to appear in, they would not be 
able to ſtand jn the Judgment. How 
blefled and happy are ail thoſe tor whom 
this white Raiment 1s prepared ? they arc 
allured that their Name ſhall not be blot- 
tell out of the Book of Lite. It is an in- 
eltimable Privilege to have their Names re- 
giſter'd in Heaven, for to them Chriſt 
ſaith, that he will conteſs them before his 
F a- 
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Father, and before his Angels, to he own- 
ed,, approved, and commended hefore 
Men and Angels, and the great Aflembly 
of the Juſt. This ſhould excite us to be 
diligent and faithful to the end, thar at rhe 
laſt we may overcome, and be Sharers of 
theſe great Benefits that are promiſed unto 
thoſe who are clothed with this white Rai- 
ment. 

Ver. 11. Behold, I come quickly ; bold 
that faſt which thou haſt, that n» Man take 
thy Crown, We not knowing how ſoon 
our Saviour may come, ought to he watch- 
ful, careful and diligent, and hold fait 
Faith and a good Conſcience, that fo we 
may hold out to the end, that none may 
deprive us of our Crown. 

Him that overcometh will 1 »ake 4 Pillar in 
the Temple of my God, and he ſhall 20 no 
more our + and | will write 1108 him the 
Name of my God, ad tne Name of the City 
of my God, which is New [cratalem, which 
cometh down out of Heavin from my Gol :; 
and I will write upon him my new Name. 

To be a Pillar in God's Temple is an 
high Honour, it is a fixed Place ; no dan- 
ger of being removed, it once (et there : 
and God will writc his Name vpoi it, and 
own it for his own, and invcrave the ame 
of the City Jeruſalem which is above, as a 
Token that they are Deniſons and Inha- 
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bitants of the New Jeruſalem, and then 
the Lord will write upon him a new Name, 
The Lord knows them that are his, he di- 
ſtinguiſheth them from the reſt of the 
World: Happy are thoſe that be in ſuch 
2 Caſe : Bleiſed are thoſe whom God hath 
choſen to bea Pillar in his Temple. 

To him that overcometh will ] grant to ſit 
with me on my Throne, even as 7 alſo over 
came, and am ſat down with my Fathey on his 
T hrone. 

Who would grudg at a little Pains, and 
Labour, and Difficulties, if at laſt he may 
overcome his Spiritual Enemies ? Here's a 
gracious Promiſe that our bleſſed Saviour 
makes, that if we do overcome, (though 
it muſt be by his Grace, his Strength and 
Aſſiſtance) he will grant us to fit with him 
on his Throne. What an Honour 1s this 
to be conferr'd upon poor Mortals ! W hat, 
to iit with Chrilt and his Holy Angels up- 
on a Throne! Well may we ſay with the 
Apoſtle, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
what God hath prepared for thoſe that love 
him. If we do overcome a few Dithcul- 
ties, and deny our ſelves {ome ſmall things 
for Chriſt's ſake, will he thus amply re- 
ward us, by admitting us to be Sharers 
with him in the Glories of Heaven ? He 
hath ſaid it, and his Word ſhall ſtand, that 
if we overcome we ſhall ſit with him, even 
a9 
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25 he hath overcome, and is ſet down with 
his Father. Our Saviour indeed did the 
whole Will of his Father, and overcame 


| all the Hardſhips and Difficulties tliat he 


met. with, in accompliſhing his Father's 
cood Pleaſure, He was deſpiſed of Men, 
he was ſpit upon, lie was mocked and 
buſfeted, and at laſt crucitied 5; and yet 
how mcekly did he ſubmic to all chiis !! We 
find him in his greatelt Agonies ſaying, 
Not my [Mill but thine be dime ;, and, the Cup 
that my Father hath given me, ſtall I not 
drink it 2 And ſhall 1 diſpute his \Vill and 
Pleaſure ? Onr Saviour he indured the 
Croſs, deſpiſed the Shame, and is now 
fer down at the right Hand ot the Throne 
of God. He hore all the various Difficul- 
ties, he paſsd through here with an 1n- 
vincible Courage and Conltancy ; and now 
wearc allured that he is fer down on the 
Throne of God, and 1th promifed that 
thoſe that are true Follow crs of him, ſhall 
in due time inherit Eternal | ite, and ſhall 
it down with him on the 1 hrot © of God, 
as certainly as he 1s alrcady fet cow n v ith 
his Father. 

Chap. 21. v. 7. He that overcometh fhail 
inherit all thinns 5 and [| will te his God, and 
be fhall be my Son. Here arc tcveral Particu- 
lars inflanced, in what thoſe (hall poſlets 
that overcome : and hereto conclude, It 18 
t| {aid, 
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ſaid, be ſhall mberit all things, all things ne- 
ceſſary for this Life, or a better ; all things 
conducing to this Life and the other, But 
to compleat the Happineſs of the Godly, 
God hath promiſed to be his God, and that 
he will own him as his Son : AndlI am ſure 
none can be miſerable that have this God 
for their God and Portion, 

Seeing, here are ſo many comfortable 
Promiſes to thoſe that overcome, help me, 
O my God, that I may not ſeem to fall 
*ſhort of entcring into thy Reſt, but help 
me to perſevere and hold out to the End, 
Do thou ſtrengthen me avainlt all ncedleſs 
Fears. Thou that faidit, Fear none of tl »oſe 
things that thou ſhalt ſt fer, gLVE MC an un- 
daunted Spirit againlt all carthly Trou- 
bles. What though thou mectelt with mas» 
ny Troubles and Trials, yet thy God hath 
told thee, they ſhall not laſt long. It thou 
ſink under thy Burden, thou art undone; 
but if thou couragioully overcomelt, theſe 
Promiſes to thy Comtort thou mayſt lay 
uy g On. " —_ to the Death, and then 

04 (GG L017 thee 4a Crown Of Life, 
which hall 19t away, bit 1s reſerved 12 Hea- 
Ven (1 th) | that low and [tat D141. 
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PATTERN AG 


Lord, I beg a Meetneſs for Heaven ; 

make me meet to be a Partaker of 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Lizhr. I 
am unmeer, unfit, unprepared, unworthy 
to be a Partaker of thoſe Privileges that 
are injoyed above at thy right Hand by thy 
redeemed Ones : Bur, Lord, I humbly de- 
fire thou wouldlt fir, prepare and qualify 
me for Communion with thy felt in Glory. 
Help me to be getting Diſpolitions for 
Heaven, to be meet to live above. I often 
delire to be at home at my Father's Houſe, 
to be there where God and Chrilt is, where 
the Saints and Angels, and all the Hoſt of 
Heaven arc continually lauding, bleſling, 
praiſing, and magnitying thy Great and 
Holy Name. O Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God of Hoſts, ſhall ever ſuch a poor Worm 
as] be admitted to dwell with thee in thy 
Heavenly Temple? I that am fo ill-dee 
ſerving ;z I that am ſo undeſerving, dare 
[ preſume ? Can | hope upon good Grounds 
that I ſhall be of the Number of thoſe hap- 
py Ones who ſhall be called unto thy King- 
dom and Glory ; there to live and reign 
with thee, World without End ? Some- 
times 
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times I am overwhelmed, and utterly deſpair of this 
high Honour, when I conſider what a vile WretchI am 
by Nature, And when I reflect on the Sins of m 
Life, that my whole Lifc hath heen one continual Pro- 
vocation againſt thy Divine Majeſty, I can hardly find 
Day or Hour whercin IT have not offended chee : Nay, 
I tear my very Prayers are Sins and Abominations tg 
thy pure Eyes: And it my Condition be ſuch, how is 
It like to fare with me to all Erernity ? Who will be 
my Companions in the other World, 1t I am caſt of 
by thee, and excluded trom thy Preſence ? (which, 
Lord, I earneſtly implore may never be my Vortion,) 
Give me leave to plead with thee ; I find in thy Word 
that the Blood of Chriſt cleanſerh trom all Sins, rhoſe 
of a Crimſon and Scarler Dye : and alſo I read that he 
came to ſave the Chief of Sinners thor are ſenſible of 
their loſt and undone Condition, and that fly ro him 
for help. He hath ſaid, thoſe that come to him he 
will in no wiſe caſt our. Þcing incouraged by thy 
Holy Word to come to thee in thy *on's Name, I hum- 
bly beg, for his ſake, that all my Sins may he pardon» 
ed and done away ; that I may be ſanftifed, waſhed, 
and cleanſed in the Laver of his Righteouſneſs. Ler 
me have a Meetne(s and Firne(s for Hcaven, wherel 
long ro be.” Help me to ve laying up a good Foun- 
darion againſt the rime ro come, that I may lay hold 
of Erernal Life, Let me be kepr by the mighty Powe 
er of God through Faich unto Salvation. O keep me 
Srom falling, and preſerve me blamelets ro thy Heas 
venly Kingdom, for Chriſt Jeſus's fake, Ant, 
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